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U.N. ttan concludes talks on 


NICOSIA (AP) — A U.N. negotiating team on Tuesday tymriiw 1 *** four 
days _of Ulks with Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders on istaes blocking a 
solution to die Cypna problem. The three-member team headed by Oscar 
Camflkm, the special li.N. envoy to Cyprus, flew to Athens for talks with 
Greek officiata. Tbey will proceed to Ankara cm Wednesday and return to 
Athens on Friday for a meeting with Greek Premier Constantine 
Mitsotakfa. “We have dealt with important ameL The am^ gnn rrafh will 
he followed in Athens and Ankara,” Mr. CamOion told reporters. **f wfll 
speak of no breakthroughs.” The past four days were spent "homing 
between the. presidential palace of Cypriot President George Vassiliou 
snd-the Turkish area of Nicosia for meetings with Rauf Dcnktash, the 
leader of northern Cyprus. 
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Iraq denounces Kurdish elections as illegal 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said Tnesday elections due to be held 
next week in rebel-controlled Kurdistan were illegal and those 
elected would not represent the Kurdish people. But the National 
Assembly, in Iraq's first official reaction to Kurdish elections on 
Sunday for a paramount leader and legislative council, stopped 
short of saying whether Baghdad would act to prevent the polls. 
“Whatever is being decided for the so-called ‘elections' is null and 
void," an assembly statement, published by the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA), said. “Whatever council emanates from these 
elections will be illegal," the statement continued. The National 
Assembly said the elected members of the forthcoming “alleged 
council” will have no legal basis because they are in a situation not 
governed by law and constitution. The only legitimacy is that of 
the legislative council for the autonomous area which has been 
elected according to the laws decreed by Iraq as a state.” 
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King visits GHQ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein, die supreme com- 
mander of the Jordanian Aimed 
Forces, Tuesday visited the Army 
General Headquarters where be 
was received by Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs Of Staff Field Mar- 
shal Fathi Abu Taleb, the chief of 
staff of the land forces, the chief 
of staff of the Royal Air Force, 
the chief of staff’s assistants and 
the inspector general. King Hus- 
sein held a meeting with Field 
Marshal Abu Taleb and 
with him issues of concern to the 
Aimed Forces. His Royal High- 
ness Grown Prince Hassan Tnes- 
day' visited one of the Fourth 
Royal Mechanised Division’s un- 
its at its training she. Prince 
Hassan was briefed by the com- 
mander of the unit on its training 
activities. 

Australian foreign 
minister due here 

AMMAN (Petra) — Australian 
Monster of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade Senator Garith Evans ar- 
rives here on May 21 on a two- 
day visit to Jordan as part of a 
regional tour. Mr. Evans will 
bold talks with senior Jordanian 
officials on promoting bilateral 
relations, the latest developments 
in the region and issues of com- 
mon concern. The minister will 
be accompanied by an official 
delegation, including his advisors 
and senior ministry officials. 

Bush to attend Earth 
summit 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush, after seeing 
the U.S. position prevail in die 
debate over, global warming, 
announced Tuesday .he will 
attend 'the United -Nation*-'' 
sponsored Earth summit next 
month iff Brasil. Mr. Busfi said 
tirat he believes environmental 
issues such as global wanning can 
be addressed whfie still protecting 
economic growth. ‘7 wflJ take the 
U.S. message” to the Rio de 
Janeiro conference, be said in a 
statement. 

Tunisia orders 
human rights probe 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisian President 
Zine AI Abidine Ben Ah pledged 
respect for human rights on Tues- 
day and said he had ordered an 
inquiry into whether state orra- 
msations had implemented re- 
commendations from a special 
watchdog committee. A High 
Committee for Human Rights set 
up by Mr. Ben Ah carried out an 
investigation last year, reported 
several cases of human rights 
abase and made recommenda- 
tions to prevent such abuses hap- 
pening again. 

Iran for cooperation 
with Gulf states 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran's President 
Hasbemi Rafcanjani on Tuesday 
raged greater cooperation with 
Gulf Arab states, especially in the 
oil sector, to discourage foreign 
intervention in the region. 
“Cooperation and exchange of 
views with regional countries in 
political, economic and cultural 1 
matters, especially in the* 
framework of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and oil issues, would 
benefit all . and deprive foreign 
countries of an excuse for pre- 
sence in the region,” Tehran 
Radio quoted Mr. Rafsainjani as 
telling Qatar's interior minister. 

Saudi building 
looted in Kabul 


* ;7. KABUL (R) — Armed looters 
is i- ' r "J'j ransacked a Santfi Arabian di- 
plomatic . building in Kabul and 
stole two Mercedes cars and 
other valuables, a French embas- 
sy offidal said Tuesday. Dozens 
of men armed with Kalashnikov 
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die Saudi section of the French 
embassy on Monday night after 
holding up two guards. “Every- 
thing of any value was taken, 
ittdutfing glassware and cutlery,” 
the official said. It was the third 
time that gunmen ^ apparently 
from <me of the Mnjabedeen 
bands rating Kabul, bad tried to 
loot fiie building. In one previous 
attempt carpets were taken. 
Saudi Arabia was one of the 
major backers of the Mnjahedeen 
groups daring their 14-year war 
agamst the Soviet-installed gov- 
ernment that was swept from 
powqr three weeks ago. 


Jordan, Palestinians 
emphasise need for 
bilaterals breakthrough 

Economic talks conclude in Brussels ; arms 
control meeting continues in Washington 


Combined agency dispatches 

JORDANIANS and Palestinians 
attending talks on regional eco- 
nomic cooperation in Brussels 
said Tnesday it could blossom 
only after a breakthrough to 
achieve Middle East peace. 

Representatives of the two, 
speaking at separate news confer- 
ences, stressed the need for para- 
llel progress at bilateral peace 
talks between Israel and its neigh- 
bours and in a series of multi- 
lateral talks on various form s of 
cooperation. 

bad boycotted the two-day ses- 
sioa of Brussels talks coding on Tues- 
day. which was the first of a series of 
five forums on subjects in- 

tended tD'eompCemeot the main Mid- 
dle East peace conference begun in 
Madrid last autumn. 

The Jewish state has also 
announced a boycott of Ottawa talks 
on refugees, in both cases because 
Palestinians were attending from out- 
side the occupied territories/ 

Jordanian and Palestinian nego- 
tiators said all parties present agreed 
not to get ahead of the direct Arab- 
Israch peace talks, which centre on 
the status of the occupied territories 
rather than regional problems. 


“We cannot just put politics aside 
and talk about regional cooperation," 
said the Jordanian delegation leader, 
Fayez Tarawnefa. 

“Tire economic carriage cannot be 
put in front of the political hone,” 
Palestinian delegation leader Yousef 
Sayigh tofaf reporters. “There was a 
consensus that the two must proceed 
hand in band.” 

Mr. Tarawaneh said many dele- 
gates at the Brussels calks expressed 
regret at the absence of Israel, but 
that die tone had been very positive. 

“We ah hoped the Israelis would be 
there because they are the major 
party, especially as we are technically 
in a state of war with Israel, and we 
are in the process of making peace,” 
be said. 

Leonardo Mathias, a Portuguese 
dip lo ma t who chaired the meeting, 
said the economic talks would rein- 
force direct peace negotiations that 
began last October between Arabs 
and Israelis. 

“We are creating the conditions for 
peace to be achieved,” be said. 

Mr. Mathias, whose country holds 
the community’s rotating presidency, 
appealed to Israel, Syria and Leba- 
non to take port in the next round of 
talks in Paris in early October. “The 
door is wide open,” be said. 

Despite the absence of Israel, 
Lebanon and Syria, Mr. Mathias de- 


clared the meeting nsefuL 
“There was uo reason to expect any 
resounding success," be said. The 
initial aim of the exercise was to have 
a pr eliminar y exchange oF views.” 
No concrete proposals were 
offered, and no pledges of money 
were made. “It was not a fund-raising 
meeting he said. 

He told a news conference the 
group agreed to compile a list of 
problems hindering economic de- 
velopment in the strife-torn region, 
including hjgh population growth, un- 
employment and scarcity of water. 

Throughout tiie meeting, the Euro- 
pean Community held up itself as a 
model of how diverse nations can 
cooperate to improve their economic 


EC officials maintain that the re- 
i’s economies are so nuOjbti 
could benefit enonnously oy. 
tearing down trade barriers and creat- 
ing a free trade area. 

Mr. Tarawaneh said the fact that 
about 38 countries from Europe, 
Japan, Chiba. North America and die 
Arab World attended the Brussels 
miinc showed the seriousness of the 
world community in backing the 
peace process. 

He said that an delegations agreed 
on a step by step approach on region- 

(Continoed on page 5) 


German 

opposition 

‘preparing 

for power’ 

BONN (Agencies) — Germany’s 
opposition Social' Democrats 
(SPD) predicted the early col- 
lapse of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s fractious coalition and said 
they were preparing to take pow- 
er themselves. 

SFD leader Bjoeru Engbolm 
said the coalition, tom by bitter 
squabbling between conserva- 
tives and liberals, had shown it 
was incapable of tackling Ger- 
many's soaring debt or restoring 
confidence among voters who are 
either drifting to the extreme 
right or abstaining in elections. 

“The government is burnt out 
in personnel and policy terms,” 
Mr. Engbolm told the SPD party' 
council. “Its automatic collapse is 
pre-programmed. ” 

He said that work on the SPD’s 
election manifesto, originally due 
to be completed in late 1993 in 
time for national elections in De- 
cember 1994, would now be 
finished this summer. 

“The SPD will thus be equip- 
ped for a change in government,” 
he said. “It is providing a dearly 
visible sign that it is ready to take 
responsibility for the people and 
the common good in tins difficult 
situation for our country.” 

The 10-year-old coalition of 
Mr. Kohl's Christian Democrats 
(CDU), the right-wing Christian 
Social Union (CSU) and the 
Liberal Free Democrats (FDP) 
was rocked by the shock resigna- 
tion of veteran Foreign Mimker 
Hans-Dietrich Genscber on April 
27. 

Mr. Kohl appeared little more 
than a spectator in the unseemly 
squabble for succession that fol- 
lowed within the FDP, which 
insisted on holding onto the post 
Mr. Genscher formally vacates 
next Monday after 18 years. 

Hie government’s fafture to 
control soaring budget deficits 
caused by German unification or 
resolve key issues such as a re- 
cord influx of asylum-seekers 
prompted even some top minis- 
ters to ware that die coalition 
could -collapse by the summer. 

The government’s authority 
was further undermined when it 
was forced after an 11-day strike 
to' concede a pay rise to public 
sector Workers which it said Ger- 
many could not afford. 

Hie head of Germany^ power-, 
fill IG Me tail metalworkers union 
has given employers one week to 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians hail exiles’ 
participation in meetings 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinian peace negotiators - 
on Tuesday bailed die participa- 
tion of delegates from outside the 
Israeli -occupied territories in 
multilateral peace talks as a ma- 
jor achievement. 

“It is an international recogni- 
tion that the Palestinian people is 
one (nation) and that we are 
treated as a people,” senior 
Palestinian leader Faisal Al Hus* 
seini told Reuters. 

“Of course it is a big achieve- 
ment - Asserting the principle of 
the rarity of the (Palestinian) peo- 
ple is an i m porta n t principle,” 
adde d Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi. 

Palestinians reluctantly bowed 
to Israeli conditions last October 
by sending a team from the occu- 
pied territories to the first U.S.- 
brokered Middle East peace talks 
in Madrid. 

Yasser Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
1 don (PLO), said on Tuesday that 
Washington would be under 
pressure in coming months to 
fulfil promises it made to the 
Palestinians before the start of 
peace talks with Israel. 

“The U.S. is before a test to 
show its ability to impose Presi- 
dent (George) Bush’s initiative of 
March 6, 1991, which formed the 
basis for the political process, 
peace and settlement,” he said in 
his monthly address to Palesti- 


on tiie principle of peace for land 
and the implementation of Un- 
ited Nations Resolution 242 
which calls for Israeli withdrawal 
from the Arab territories occu- 
pied in the 1967 Middle East war. 

Palestinian delegates from in- 
side and outside the occupied 
territories plan to attend interna- 
tional meetings on economic de- 
velopment and refugees in Brus- 
sels and Ottawa, - part of five 
sessions, taking, place this week. 

Israe&>rejecting the idea of a 
Palestinian right to return, is 
boycotting ' the two meetings, 
prompting Mr. Husseini to ex- 
press regret. 

“Israel must understand that 
peace will not take place except 
with the entire Palestinian peo- 
ple,” he told a news conference. 

The other sessions are aims 
control in Washington, water- 
sharing in Vienna and environ- 
ment in Tokyo. 

Palestinians stayed away from 
a Moscow conference last Janu- 
ary which launched this week's 
meetings after the American and 
Russian co-sponsors refused to 
admit delegates from the di- 
aspora. 

The co-sponsors then promised 
that Palestinians from outside the 
occupied territories could join 
future sessions. 

A senior FLO official said in ■ 
Cairo Palestinians will demand 
the right of their exiles either to 


titans in the occupied territories. ■ return to homes in what is now 

Mr. Bush said in March that _ 

the peace talks should be based IMwmued on page 5) 
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CALMING THE STORM: Residents of west- 
astral Los Angeles taking donated food and other 


goods to a police station for distribution to those 
affected by the recent riots (See story « P**® 8) 


Jordan to raise Resolution 194 in 
Ottawa despite American message 


OTTAWA (R) — The United 
States has asked Arab delega- 
tions to a conference on Middle 
East refugees not to raise the 
'right of return” of Palestinians 
but the Arab delegations have 
said they would reject the re- 
quest. 

Israel is boycotting the talks 
which begin on Wednesday be- 
cause of the participation of 
Palestinian “exiles” from outside 
the occupied territories... 

A senior Canadian offidal said 
tha t Some 35 delegations were 
expected to participate. The 
meeting is one of five being held 
this month on regional problems 
associated with foe Middle East 
peace proess which are intended 
to bolster the main Arab-IsraeK 
bilateral negotiations. 

Israel is also boycotting talks 
on economic development whch 
began in Brussels Monday be- 


cause of the participation of 
Palestinian exiles. But it is parti- 
cipating in talks on arms control 
in Washington, sharing water re- 
sources in Vienna and environ- 
mental problems in Tokyo. 

The chief Jordanian delegate to 
the refugee talks, Jawad Al Ana- 
ni, told Reuters on Tuesday the 
U.S. State Department had sent 
Arabs a message over the 
weekend asking them not to raise 
the Palestinian “right of return” 
fo their original homes in what is 
now Israel or the associated issue 
of their right to compensation for 
loss of property. 

“The United States feels we 
should separate between political 
issues and technical issues and the 
subject of this conference is tech- 
nical,” Dr. Anmi said. 

“But we still feel we should 
reaffirm the right of return, as 
stipulated in United Nations 


General Assembly Resolution 
194. This is a highly technical 
issue and there is room for it to be 
included,” he said. 

The resolution was passed with 
U.S. backing in December 1948 
after hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians fled their homes or 
were driven out during the war 
that erupted following the crea- 
tion of Israel. 

But when State Department 
spokeswoman Margaret Tutwflcr 
was asked two days in a row last 
week whether the United States 
still supported the resolution, she 
•said she did not know and had 
been unable to find oat. 

Palestinian delegates said the 
right of return was crucial to any 
treatment of the refugee problem 
ami had to be addressed in Otta- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Libya seeks 
non-aligned 
support 
against U.S. 

MUSA DUA, Indonesia (R) — 
Libya is expected to ask the 
Non-Aligned Movement for sup- 
port against U.N. -sponsored 
sanctions at a conference opening 
on Wednesday on the Indonesian 
resort Island of Bali. 

Yugoslav representation and a 
Pakistan proposal for nudear- 
non proliferation may also figure 
in discussions among foreign 
ministers of the 103-raember 
movement at the two-day confer- 
ence to draw up an agenda for the 
non-aligned summit in Jakarta in 
September. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Ali Alatas told a news conference 
that a draft submitted by his 
country to form the basis for 
discussions covered a broad range 
of subjects. 

“You can bring up a lot of 
things,” Mr. Alatas said in an 
apparent reference to contentious 
issues that are expected to be 
raised at the meeting. 

But be stressed that the move- 
ment did not seek confrontation. 

The Libyans will try to mobilise 
support against U.N. sanctions 
imposed on April 15 when Tripoli 
refused to surrender two men 
charged by the United States and 
Britain with the 298S bombing of 
a Pan Am airliner over Locker-; 
bie, Scotland. 

A Libyan delegate said his 
foreign minister was due to arrive 
in Bali on Tuesday evening to 
spearhead Tripoli's campaign for 
discussion of die sanctions, which 
include a ban on arms sales and 
all civilian air traffic to and from 
Libya. 

“It is not in the draft (prepared 
by Indonesia), but we will get it 
included as an amendment,” he 
added. 

A delegate from one Asian 
country said he expected the Li- 
byan amendment to be a simple 
statement on the U.N. sanctions. 


Rashid Solh tipped as 
Lebanon’s new premier 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Parlia- 
ment member Rashid Solh, a 
Sunni Muslim, emerged Tuesday 
as the front runner for the post of 
prune minister to form a new cabinet 
seeking to come to grips with the - 
country’s spiraling crisis. 

Mr. Solh, 63, was nominated 
by 47 of tiie 53 parliamentarians 
consulted by President Eh as Hra- 
wi Monday in his effort to desig- 
nated a new head of government 
to replace outgoing Prime Minis- 
ter Omar Karjami. who resigned 
last Wednesday. 

A lawyer by profession, M^. 

. Solh hails from a prominent Sun- 
ni dan that gave Lebanon three 
other prime ministers in 48 years. 
He was prime minister when the 
civil war broke out in 1975, but 
resigned 40 days later. 

Official sources said Mr. Solh 
was the leading candidate for the 
post on the second and final day 
of talks between President Hrawi 
and members of parliament. 

“Short of a surprise, Solh will 
head the government," said a 
yestem diplomat. “We assume 



Rashid Solh 

Syria gave its full approval yrihen 
Hrawi met (Syrian President 
Hafez) Al Assad at the 
weekend." 

The sources said Mr. Solh was 
(Continued on page 5)- 


Kabul truce extended; 
food prices plummet 


KABUL (Agencies) — Rival 
guerrilla groups have extended a 
ceasefire, possibly for another 10 
days, officials have said. But 
fighters on both sides made pre- 
parations for more combat. 

The new Islamic government 
has announced that there would 
be no new national laws or a 
constitution until a permanent 
government was in place. That 
could take as long as two years. 

A decree by interim President 
Sibgbatullab Mojaddidj . read on 
state-run television said Islamic 
law would be used to judge all 
criminals. 

Meanwhile, life was slowly re- 
turning to normal in the battered 
Afghan capital. Schools reopened 
over the weekend, and supplies 
of electricity and water were 
almost normal. - Food prices 
plummeted to their lowest point 
in months. 

Flour fell to one -sixth of its 
price over the winter, to about 10 
cents a pound, or 80 afghanis. 
Tomatoes, which were an un- 


affordable luxury two months 
ago, are now about 15 cents a 
pound, or 75 afghanis. 

Quldren were out playing in 
large numbers for the first time 
since last month's collapse of the 
Soviet-installed govenment. 
Groups of dozens of young boys 
cavorted through a park in the 
centre of the capital. One band 
organised a soccer game on a 
dead-end street. 

Daring the past two weeks, 
fighters loyal to renegade Muslim 
fundamentalist leader Gnlbuddin 
Hekmatyar had clashed with 
forces led by guemlla-leader- 
turned Defence Minister Ahmad 
Shah Masood. The battles left 
scores dead and hundreds wound- 
ed in the capital. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Hamid Karzai said forces loyal to 
the interim government and 
troops backing Mr. Hekmatyar 
have reached a “broad under- 
standing about the ceasefire.” 

(Continued on page 2) 


Credit 6 rationalisation 9 sparks debate on economic growth 


By P.V.Vftrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s com- 
pliance with a commercial 
bank credit ceiling inspired by 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has dosed the 
door on any ambitious growth- 
oriented investments through 
debt financing this year and 
economists are now debating 
how best the Kingdom could 
utilise the excess liquidity 
available in the banking sys- 
tem. 

AD economists agree that 
Jordan has done well in adher- 
ing to the economic revival and 
restructuring programme 
agreed with the IMF and will 
probably achieve the target 
economic growth of three per 


cent in 1992. But such a growth 
-will not be compatible with the 
rise in population and the gov- 
ernment has to adopt a vigor- 
, oas policy on new finances if it 
is to preempt a decline m the 
per capita income, according 
to economic analysts. 

The issue is by means new, 
Jrat the recent "credit rationa- 
lisation applied by the CBJ m 
line with the IMF programme 
has brbught it to tiie surface. 

- The credit limitation was 
warranted after new loans ex> 
' tended in the first months by 
the banking system readied a 
oefling set by die IMF for the 
whole year. The IMF stipula- 
tion was that new credits dur- 
ing the 'year should not exceed 
JD 295 million, which repre- 
sents 8.5 per cent of total 


credits extended by the bank- 
ing system as of Dec. 31, 1991. 
The private sector could get at 
least JD 200 million with the . 
rest available to the public 
sector, according to tiie IMF 
condition. 

Economists and banking ex- 
perts said projections that the 
IMF ceiling offered a comfort- 1 
able rna rfg n had been proved 
wrong and the rate of utilisa- 
tion of commercial bank cre- 
dits by the private sector will 
' break the ceiling long before 
the end of the year. And hence 
the rationalisation approach. 

“The worst part is that non- 
productive sectors gobbled up 
the lion’s share of the new 
credits while, by all counts, the 
productive sectors sbould have 
been given priority,” said an 
economist in an indirect refer- 


ence to banking credits given 
to real estate transactions and 
speculation in the Amman 
stock market. 

The economist, who prefer- 
red not to be identified, agreed 
with most experts that the 
boom in the stock market in 
the first four months was main- 
ly due to tiie availabijity of 
commercial bank ceitiits for 
speculators and the slu^ drop 
in business the market saw last 
week was a result of specula- 
tors rushing to ensure thedr 
liquidity and trading margins in 
tiie face of the credit squeeze. 

According to Dr. Fahed 
Fanek, an economic analyst 
and newspaper columnist, 
“restricting credit is not meant 
to hinder investments, "but to 
cut down on unproductive 
financing of production and 


speculation in the real estate 
and financial markets." 

“However, credit will con- 
tinue to be abundant for qual- 
ified borrowers," he asserted. 
“A major portion of the cur- 
rent credit is extended to de- 
positors in foreign currencies 
and such borrowers should be, 
compelled to use their own 
funds instead of borrowed 
funds” 

In addition, said Dr. Fanek, 
the restrictions on credit were 
a safety measure to keep infla- 
tion under control and prevent 
over-consumption. 

Dr. Fanek also believes that 
tbcccxmomic growth during 1992 
could very well be higher than 
the projected three per cent. 

Dr. Abdullah Malld, general 
manager of tiie Association of 
Banks in. Jordan, pointed out 


that most commercial banks in 
the Kingdom are indicating ex- 
cess liquidity and called for a 
new mechanism to mobilise 
these funds for productive in- 
vestment. 

“Prehaps one way will be to 
exempt loans to productive 
sectors from the IMF credit 
ceiling and make use of the 
liquidity available for growth- 
oriented investments," Dr. 
Malld suggested. 

But such an option appears 
to be ruled out by the IMF. 

The economist meanwhile 
argued that the credit ceiling 
set by, the IMF is not condu- 
cive to economic growth at all. 
He pointed out that in the 
years before the recession of 
1985 Jordan registered in- 

(Coutmned on page S) 
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Massoud Baraani 


Barzani 
bets on 
candour 


SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (Agen- 
cies) — Massoud Barzani is bet- 
ting candour and consistency will 
win him election on Sunday as 
overall leader of Kurds in north- 
ern Iraq. 

Mr. Barzani, 46, is tribal and 
traditional. His rhetoric is cool, 
his manner reserved. 

He knows his campaign mes- 
sage — “Democracy for Iraq, 
autonomy for Kurdistan” — dis- 
appoints many Kurds yearning for 
outright independence. • 

the head of the Kurdistan 
Dt era tic Party (KDP) refuses 
to • uige his tune, even at the 
risk >f ending his clan's half- 
centi ry dominance of Kurdish 
natioialism in Iraq. 

“i am a politician of conviction 
... we have to be consistent, 
moral,” be told Reuters over the 
weekend. 

“Of course you have to be 
involved in the art of politics, but 
when I am persuaded of some- 
thing it is very difficult to change 
my view," he added. 

By contrast, Mr. Barzani's 
main opponent, Jalal Talabani of 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
is full of passion for rebellion and 
independence. He rejects nego- 
tiations with Baghdad so long as 
President Saddam Hussein and 
his Baath Party are m power. 

Mr. Barzani's thoughtful, 
brooding style and consistent 
message make him slow-footed, 
an easy target for Mr. Talabani’s 
slash-and-burn rhetoric. 


He says the autonomy agree- 
ment Mr. Barzani favours would 
bring Baathist security forces 
back to northern Iraq. 

Mr. Talabani belittles Mr. Bar- 
zani ’s conciliatory stance by 
pointing to Baghdad's six-month 
economic blockade of Kurdistan 
and to a big Iraqi troop build-up 
facing the Kurdish-controlled 
area. 

Rebel leaders have controlled 
most of Iraqi Kurdistan under 
Western protection since the col- 
lapse of their post-Gulf war rebel- 
lion in 1991. 

Mr. Barzani believes Western 
military and politial support 
would be lost if the Kurds com- 
mitted themselves to a permanent 
carve- up of Iraq. 

Neither Mr. Talabani’s taunts 
nor government pressure have 
caused the KDP leader to waver 
from his conviction that negotia- 
tion and compromise with Bagh- 
dad are the best coarse for Kur- 
distan. 

“Whenever a decision is related 
to the overall welfare of the 
people, it is difficult to make a 
hasty judgement," Mr. Barzani 
said: 

“It is not wise to change a 
position simply for electioneering 
puiposes.” 

Mr. Barzani and Mr. Talabani 
met over the weekend to smooth 
over tensions before May 17 elec- 
tions. 

“They discussed some minor 
problems, things you can do with- 
out in terms of tensions, getting 
along,” said PUK spokesman 
Basham Saleh. 


Rights group asks release 
of ex-president of Syria 


NICOSIA (AP) — The Middle 
East Watch human rights group 
has pleaded with Syria to free an 
ex-president and 22 others said to 
be among the world’s longest- 
held political prisoners. 

The appeal came in a letter 
Monday to Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad after reports that 
former President Noorcddin A1 
Atassi was in critical condition at 
Damascus' Tishrin military hos- 
pital, Middle East Watch said. 

Also suffering from medical 
problems is Ahmad Swaidani, a 
former diplomat and leader of the 
Arab Baath Socialist Party who 
was jailed in July 1969 and is 
Syria’s longest-held political pris- 
oner, these group said. 

The list of detainees also in- 
cluded Mustafa Khalil Brayez, an 
anther whose works criticised the 
Syrian army's actions in the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war. He was impris- 
oned in 1970 and reports say he 
suffers from a psychological dis- 
order, Middle East Watch said. 

It said former Interior Minister 
Mohammad Rabah A1 Tawil has 
a. heart condition and inner ear 
ailment. 

Dr. Atassi, 63 “went into a 
coma on April 24 after suffering a 
series of heart attacks. Doctors 
were also concerned about poss- 
ibly malignant growths on his 
esophagus,” the rights group said 
om a statement received Tuesday 


in Nicosia. 

Dr. Atassi, a medical rhetor, 
was appointed minister of interior 
in 1963 and three years later 
became Syria's president and 
head of the Baath Party, Middle 
East Watch said. 

“Dr. Atassi was one of hun- 
dreds of former government, 
military and party officials who 
were arrested in 1970 and 1971 
following the November 1970 
coup that brought President 
Hafez A1 Assad to power," it 
said. “Although most of the 
lower-ranking officials have since 
been released, senior members 
are still in detention after more 
than 20 years of imprisonment." 

The group said most of the 23 
detainees on its list were arrested 
for refusing to cooperate with 
Mr. Assad's government but nev- 
er tried or sentenced. 

Four 'Others were- charged with 
plotting a coup in 1971 and sent- 
enced to IS years but have been 
held since 1986 without charges, 
the statement said. 

All are said to be in Ai Mezze 
military prison in Damascus and 
most have complained of dismal 
prison conditions, inducting in- 
adequate medical care and tor- 
ture. 

Middle East Watch would like 
to take advantage of a changing 
dimate in Syria, which has leaned 
more to the West since the de- 
cline of the Soviet UNion. 


June 27 trial date set for 
Algeria’s FIS leaders 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The top 
leaders of Algeria’s banned Mus- 
lim fundamentalist party wfll go 
on trial in a miltiary court June 27 
on charges of plotting armed re- 
bellion, officials have announced. 

The president of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), Abbasi 
Madam, and six other leaders 
have been jailed since June 1991, 
when the government cracked 
down in response to violent pro- 
tests which claimed dozens of 
lives. 

They have been held at a milit- 
ary prison in Blida, SO kilometres 
south of Algiers, and will be tried 
in Blida, officials said. 

The team of 22 defence lawyers 
has indicated it may refuse to 
participate in the trial unless it is 
shifted to a civilian court and 
opened to international obser- 
vers. 

Mr. Madani faces six charges of 
armed conspiracy against the 
state, while FIS Vice-President 
Ali Belhadj, faces seven charges. 
There co-defendants include Ali 
Djeddi, Abdul Kader Boukham- 
kham, Nouredine Chigdra,' 
Kamel Guemazi and OmarAbdul 
Kader. 

Despite their imprisonment, 
the FIS remained active and 
powerful through the end of last 
year. It swept the first round of 
Algeria's first free parliament 
election in December and 
claimed a mandate for its goal of 


establishing an Islamic state. 

In January, the military forced 
the ouster of President Chadli 
Benjedid, who was believed to 
contemplating a power-sharing 
agreement with the front, and 
cancelled the second round of ■ 
elections. 

A five-man ruling council was 
installed which declared a 12- 
month state of emergency, ban- 
ned the front and detained 

thousands of its supporters. 

Abdul Kader Hachani, who 
became the front’s acting leading 
after Mr. Madam’s arrest, was 
detained Jan. 22. Another mem- 
ber of tbe provisional leadership, 
Rabah Kebir, has been under 
house arrest since April 1. 

The official news agency APS 
said Monday one person was kil- 
led and three were wounded as 
.they tried to petrol bomb a railit- 
- ary post in eastern Algeria. 

The agency, quoting the para- 
military gendarmerie command, 
said the attackers were spotted 
climbing a wall round a store' 
inside foe military headquarters 
■ complex in Constantine late on 
Sunday night. It gave no further 
details. 

Last week, 16 men linked to 
the FIS were sentenced to death 
for raids on military posts. The 
authorities said they aimed to 
collect weapons to try to over- 
throw tbe state. 


U.N. team 

finishes 

marking 

temporary 

Iraq-Kuwait 

border 
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KUWAIT (AP) — A U.N. team 
Monday completed temporary 

posts to mark foe long -disputed 
Kuwaiti-Iraq border, the first 
step in a decision provoking he- 
ated comments on both sides. 

The technical team spent four 
weeks surveying foe desert to put 
in tbe three posts. One is at foe 
southern end of the port of Urn 
Qasr, the second just south of foe 
Iraqi town of Safwan and the 
third at the top of Wadi Al Batin. 

They are the first such physical 
demarcations since British colo- 
nial map makers created the line 
in 1932. 

“It's tbe first step in actually 
making the boundary on the 
ground," said MUdos Pinfoer, 
chief cartographer at foe United 
Nations and secretary of the Iraq- 
Kuwait Boundary Demarcation 
commission. 

The team will return in July to 
survey the maritime border and 
again in September to start in- 
stalling permanent concrete pil- 
lars every two kilometres along 
foe 210-kilometre border. 

The current border is a 15- 
kilometre wide demilitarised 
zone patrolled oy U.N. 
peacekeeping troops and has be- 
come a haven for alcohol, drug 
and weapons smugglers. There is 
little cross-border traffic except 
for dozens of Palestinians, Jorda- 
nians and others expelled from 
Kuwait weekly. 

The zone is expected to shift 
north slightly when foe formal 
border is in place. 

Tbe border has been a point of 
contention between the two 
countries snee 1962. Iraq accused 
Kuwait of stealing Iraqi ofl from 
fields straddling foe border be- 
fore it mvadedin August 1990. 

The new line puts about 10 
wells that were in Iraq on Kuwaiti 
territory, as well as an abandoned 
naval base at Um Qasr. The U.N. 
teams deny there is any punish- 
ment involved, saying they used 
satellite positioning systems to 
pinpoint foe old British line. 

Although- Iraq has indicated it 
does not- recognise the decision 
taken,,; 6y foe ponunisskm last 
month r Mr.. Pinfoer said the team 
was not harassed in its work. 


Kabul truce 
extended 


(Continued from page 1) 

One government source said 
tbe truce that was due to expire 
Monday was extended for 
another 10 days, but Mr. Kaizai 
said be could not confirm that 
report. 

Mr. Karzai said in an interview 
that talks were continuing be- 
tween Mr. Hekmatyar's repre- 
sentatives and foe government 
over his demands that tbe Dos- 
tum militia, comprised of north- 
ern Afghans, leave the capital. 

The Dostum militia provided 
the backdbone for foe rebels to 
overran the capital and force the 
communist government to sur- 
render power last month. 

Without Dostum, military ex- 
perts believe Mr. Hekmatyar's 
and Mr. Masood’s forces would 
be equal. 

Few officials, however, were 
optimistic that a lasting agree- 
ment could be reached. On the 
southern outskirs of foe city, near 
Mr. Hekmatyar's lines, govern- 
ment troops were reinforcing 
their positions with tanks and 
Soviet-made Katyusha rockets. 

_ The leader of foe Dostum mili- 
tia said Tuesday his forces would 
poll out only if peace in the dty 
could be guaranteed “100 per 
cent.” 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 1992 



Iran opens bank in Turicniehlstan 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian President Akbar Ha&hemr Rafsanjani 
returned home on Monday after opening an Iranian hank .branch 
and a store in Turkmenistan’s capital Ashkhabad j Tehran Radio 
said. It said Mr. Rafsanjani, accompanied by Turkmen President 
Saparmurad Niyazov, received a warm' welcome when he visited 
foe ancient city of Merv and a nearby Islamic shrine on Monday. In 
Ashkhabad, Mr. Rafsanjani opened foe first Iranian bank branch 
and a shop run by Iran’s Martyrs' Foundation. Mr. Rafsanjani and 
the prime ministers of Turkey and. Pakistan attended a summit with 
leaders of five former Soviet Central Asian republics bn Saturday 
and Sunday. The summit failed to make concrete decisions on 
proposals for major regional projects, including a, Central Asian 
railway and a pipeline for Turkmen gas exports through Iran. At a 
news conference in Ashkhabad on Saturday, Mr. Rafsanjani 
acknowledged that his country was competing with' Turkey for 
influence among Muslim ex-Soviet republics, but said the rivalry 
should be “honest and healthy." 


Iran paper warns Italy not to send dlpromat 


ROME ( AP) — A newspaper dose to foe Iranian government has 
warned that relations with Italy would suffer if this country sends a 
diplomat that Iran considers pro-Zionist, press reports said 
Monday. Italian newspapers quoted the Tehran Times as saying 
that Italian diplomat Saba D'Elia was linked to what if called 
Zionist power groups. He would not be welcome in Iran, the 
newspaper reportedly said. The accounts did not elaborate. 
Alessandro di Franco, a spokesman at the Italian Foreign Ministry, 
said Italy had not received any such protest from the Iranian 
government. “The announcement caught ns completely by sur- 
prise," Mir. Di Franco said. Hie ministry was in contact with the 
Iranian embassy in Rome to discuss the report, be said. He said he 
did not know why Iran reportedly opposed the diplomat. Mr. 
D’Elia was recently nominated as the number two official at the 
embassy in Tehran. He has been serving at the Italian mission to 
the United Nations. 


Qatar welcomes home flying hero 


DOHA (AP) — Qatar's Sheikh Hamad Ben Ali labor Al Thani 
returned home Monday after setting a new record for the time it 
taints to circle foe Earth in a small twin-propeller plane. His 12-day 
33,600-kflometre westbound flight beat foe existing record by 16 
days and also established five new speed records, spokesman Jim 
Gilchrist said, it was foe second round-the-world flight for Sheikh 
Hamad, a member of Qatar's ruling family. Mr. Gilchrist said two 
Canadians in 1986 flew a Cessna 414 from June 9-July 7. The 
spokesman pointed out that Sheikh Hamad, known as Gulf Falcon, 
was on iris own. As he stepped from Iris Piper Aerostar aircraft, 
Sheikh Hamad was greeted by members of his family and other 
cheering well-wishers. His father. Sheikh Ali Ben labor Al Thani, 
was first to greet him. “I am very proud of my son. I have always 
encouraged trim and pushed him to do such things. He did it not for 
me or himself but for Qatar and the people of Qatar," he said. 
With his daughters Fatima and Miriam on his knees. Sheikh 
Hamad told reporters: “It is so trice to be home and be with ali my 
family again. It was so lonely on that flight, but now I have so many 
people to talk to and I obviously have lots to tell them." Sheikh 
Hamad is a pilot of an Airbus with Dubai’s airline, Emirates. 
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New British ambassador for Kuwait 


LONDON (R) — Britain appointed William Fullerton, Conner 
governor of foe Falkland Islands, as its new ambassador to Kuwait 
on Monday and said he would take up Iris post in July. Mr. 
Fullerton replaces Sir Michael Weston who left, in AppLto.bead 
Britain’s delegation at the conference on disarmament in Geneva, 
foe foreign office said. 


Iran Air plans 1,500 pilgrimage flights' 
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NICOSIA (R) — Iran Air will lay on 1,500 flights to Saudi Arabia 
over the next two months to take some 110,000 pilgrims pins 
service staff to the annual Haj, foe airline’s managmg-dnrector said 
on Monday. Tehran Radio quoted Hassan Shafti as saying pilgrims’ 
flights would start on Saturday and continue for three weeks. 
Airports in Tehran. Isfahan, Kerman, Mashhad. Shiraz and Tabriz 
would be used for 1,500 flights to Jeddah, near Mecca where foe 
annual pilgrimage is held next month, he said. The huge Haj 
operation usually forces Iran Air to cancel some scheduled 
domestic and international flights. Iran sent the biggest foreign 
contingent to Haj last year, wben 110,000 pilgrims attended after a 
three-year absence following riots in Mecca in 1987. Officials have 
said foe same number would be sent this year. 


Blast wrecks Cypriot newspaper office 


NICOSIA (AP) — A powerful explosion, probably caused by a gas 
leak, heavily damaged foe offices of the daily newspaper Phileief- 
theros and nearby stores early Tuesday, police said. No injuries 
were reported in the blast, which tore through the building on 
central Byron avenue at 1:18 a.m. (2218 GMT Monday), only a few 
houses away from the Greek embassy. "Our investigations so far 
show the explosion was due to a gas leak," said Inspector Nathaniel 
Papageorghiou of foe Nicosia police. The editors of foe Greek- 
language newspaper, which is centrist and usually considered 
pro-government, said they would publish Wednesday »«mg other 
offices. With a dafly circulation of about 17,000, Ptrileleftberos has 
by far the largest circulation among the island's proliferation of 
Greek-language newspapers. 
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Ukraine plans for Israel envoy by year’s end 

NhWYORK (R) — Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk said on / 
Monday that Kiev would name an ambassador to Israel by tbe end 1 
of the year. In a speech to American Jewish business leaders Mr. 
Kravchuk said he was eager to send a Ukrainian ambassador to 
Israel and to exchange state visits with Israeli leaders. “The priority 
ws to Israel and we will implement that priority policy,” Mr. 
Kravchuk said. He said he wanted to stimulate the Jewish spirit and 
Jewish culture in Ukraine. Mr. Kravchuk has dosed foe former 
Soviet republic’s borders to anti-Semitic groups and encouraged 
foe construction of synagogues, Jewish schools and cemeteries. Mr. 
Kravchuk’s speech concluded a week of meetings with U.S. 
political and diplomatic leaders. . 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor, at a edebratkn orga- 
nised by the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies, m cooperation wittt the Ministry of 


Education, Tuesday honours students who par- 
ticipated n raising binds for the poor. 


Annual GUVS celebration highlights 
students’ role in assisting the poor 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Tuesday attended 
an annual celebration organised 
by the General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies (GUVS) in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of 
Education - to honour students 
who participated in raising funds 
for the poor. 

The director of the students 
affairs at the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, Hassan Ala’uddin, deli- 
vered an address in which he said 
that the ministry was aspiring to 
reach a stage where students en- 
roll in social activities and learn 
to think in a scientific way and 


share responsibilities. 

Mr. Ala 1 addin said the “Char- 
ity Piaster” project, which is car- 
ried out by schools in the King- 
dom, is a promising and pioneer- 
ing project. He said students par- 
ticipate in numerous soda! and 
developmental programmes orga- 
nised by various institutions 
under the umbrella of GUVS. 

Chairman of GUVS Board of 
Directors Abdullah AJ Khatib 
delivered an address in which he 
outlined the objectives of the 
“Charity Piaster” project, winch, 
according to Dr. Khatib, includes 
enrolling students at schools in 
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charity work and to encourage 
them to steadily give donations to 
their needy colleagues in a man- 
ner that preserves the dignity of 
the latter and enhances social 
solidarity. 

He said the revenues of “the 
Charity Piaster projects,” in the 
past four years have reached ab- 
out JD 1 million. This sum, he 
said, was presented to about 
1,100 excelling and needy stu- 
dents at universities and com- 
munity colleges. 

Tuesday’s celebration was held 
at the Palace of Culture at the A1 
Hussein Youth City. 
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Loan agreement with EIB signed 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
.. be getting a total of 126 million 
•; European Currency Units 
- (ECUs) in the form of loam from 
. the E uropean Investment Bank 
. (EIB) over the next five years, 
.. according to EIB Vice President 
Allen Prate. 

Mr. Prate, who wound up an 
.official visit to Jordan Tuesday, 
said Jordan and the European 
' Community had signed the fourth 
' protocol of cooperation and 
c - would sign other loan agreements 
■ c ' aimed at further enhanring'Jsco- 
nomic cooperation between both 
countries. 

During his three-day viarro 
. Jordan, Mr. Prate held talks with 


senior Jordanian officials on 
promoting economic cooperation 
and means of helping Jordan 
overcome its financial difficulties. 

Id a departure statement, Mr. 
Prate described his talks with 
Jordanian officials as successful 
and fruitful, adding that talks had 
yielded the results expected. He 
said thafetbe F-TB and Jordan had 
signed several protocols of coop- 
eration under which Jordan will 
get loans from the EIB and the 
EC to finance a number of indust- 
rial projects designed to boost the 
Jordanian economy. 

On Monday, Mr. Prate was 
received by His Royal Highness 


Crown Prince Hassan in the pre- 
sence of Planning Minister Ziyad 
Fariz. 

Prince Hassan reviewed with 
Mr. Prate the EIB-assisted de- 
velopment projects being carried 
out in Jordan, particularly indust- 
rial projects financed by the 
bank. 

Prince Hassan stressed die import- 
ance of having comprehensive 
perspective in dealing with invest- 
ments in the region, saying that 
in v estm ents should be targetted 
-ait' serving the interests and baric 
needs of all the people, rathdr 
than serving the Interest of cer- 
tain categories. 
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By Nernteen Murad 

Jordan. Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Last-ditch efforts 
. were under way Tuesday to 
reach - a . compromise which 
would sa’ i the Jordan Press 
Associa t ion (JPA) from total 
chaos after the majority of its 
executive committee resigned 
in protest against the lack of 
progress in the running of its 
affairs. 

JPA’s HasbemXhreisat, fac- 
ing a showdown with the res- 
igned members said that all his 
efforts at surmounting the 
“association's problems” were 
aimed at protecting its future 
and ensuring its continued pre- 
sence as ahealthy body able to 
represent the journalist com- 
. mxmity in the Kingdom. He 
told the Jordan Times that in 
the final analysis he will abide 
by the legal decision of the 
proper jiodiciaiy authorities in 
foe country. 

A volunteer mediation com- 
mittee which has been meeting 
with the different sides to the 
conflict says its task has not 
been easy but that it win reach 
final conclusions by a sche- 
duled meeting of the associa- 
tion’s general assembly on 
Saturday and will be able to 
brief the assembly on its assess- 
ment of the situation. A mem- 
ber of the committee said that 


there is a “very small ray of 
hope that the problem can be 
solved amiably” but that it was 
too early to tell. 

J^ve members of the associa- 
tion's 10-member executive 
committee have resigned. A 
sixth, Abdul Hafiz Moham- 
mad, has died. This leaves the 
committee legally redundant 
since derisions can only be 
taken in a meeting where six 
members are present. 

The resigned members are 
protesting over a number of 
issues they say have been left 
to fester for too long. Mr. 
Kbreisat concedes that there 
are problems but insists that 
they were being addressed 
according to the proper proce- 
dures. 

He explicitly charges that 
any lack of progress in solving 
the association’s problems was 
caused by inaction qn the press 
association law of 1983 which 
was amended three years ago 
but has yet to be ratified by the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

“The association’s commit- 
tee amended the law three 
years ago in a manner -which- 
would contribute to solving 
many of the problems which 
still plague the press body in 
the Kingdom. Is it my fault 
that this law has not been 
ratified yet?” Mr. Kbreisat 
asked. 

Most resigned members 


have charged that although 
there was no disagreement be- 
tween them and Mr. Khreisat 
over the important tasks facing 
the association, an apparent 
absence of firm action during 
Mr. Khreisafs term had contri- 
buted to the weakened status 
of the association. 

Mr. Khreisat refuted this 
accusation. He asserted a 
period of financial troubles 
that weakened the association 
but these problems have now 
been overcome. 

“We have been able to bring 
in JD 40,000 from the news- 
papers which will cover our 
health insurance debt,” Mr. 
Khreisat told the Jordan 
Times. He added that if a 
meeting of the executive com- 
mittee was to be held now it 
would be able to solve most of 
the pending problems of the 
association to the satisfaction 
of all those involved in the 
conflict. 

Although Mr. Khreisat did 
not reveal any plan of action to 
resolve the conflict, he indi- 
cated that he was willing to 
work with the volunteer com- 
mittee to settle the problems 
amiably and in positive spirits. 

“I have personally benefi- 
ted from this crisis and I thmlt 
when we resolve it, the experi- 
ence will benefit the associa- 
tion as a whole,” be said. 


RSS receives JD 30,000 for research 


.ES* 1 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian government recently gave 
. the Royal . Scientific Society 
(RSS) JD30,000 grant to help 
/ cover the cost of studies and 

• research programmes connected 

* with the analysis of tar sand at 
Wadi Assal in the Karak Gov- 
ernorate with the purpose of ex- 
tracting the on, according to Dr. 
Saeed Alloush, director of the 
RSS* Industrial Cbemistiy Centre 

; (icc). 

Dr. Alloush, who has been 


made RSS vice president, said in a 
statement that the tests on the tar 
sand aim at finding the most 
feasible way of extracting the ofl 
from the tar and exploiting the 
prospect of using by-products in 
the manufacture of insulation 
materials. 

Dr. Alloush noted that the 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) has recently drilled 24 
wells at various depths in a num- 
ber of regions and reported that 
Wadi Asa! in the southern re- 


gions of Jordan contained the 
largest reserves of tar oil in the 
Kingdom. 

According to Dr. Alloush, the 
op could be used in the course of 
manufacturing high-performance 
solar panels used for heating wa- 
ter for domestic purposes, a pro- 
ject that has been undertaken by 
the RSS for many years. He said 
that the RSS was expected to 
embark on the two stndies in the 
coming weeks. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


tV Exhibition of seven artists from the occupied 
territories — Tayseer Bwafcat, Suleiman 
Minsour, Nebfl Anani, Vera Taraari, Jawad 
' Al Mafbi, Ya’caub A1 Kurd and KhalH Rabafa 
— at Abdul Hazneed Shoman Foundation 
Gallery — 10 sum--5 p.m. 


: ft Art exhihitioB by Iraqi artist Hazem AlBusta- 
ni at the Housing Bank GaHery, 

* Art exhibition of Iraqi artist AH A1 Mandala- 
wi’s works, inspired by poems of the great 
Arab poet Abdul Wahab Al Bayati, at the 
Spanish Ciritund Centre. 


Visiting official expresses 
China’s readiness to help 
Jordan in economic fields 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Visiting 
Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yang Fu Chang voiced his coun- 
try’s readiness to support Jordan 
in economic fields and said Pek- 
ing is taking steps towards further 
cooperation and coordination 
with the Kingdom to achieve that 
goal. 

Mr. Yang made the statement 
in talks with Jordanian govern- 
ment ministers on the second day 

of his three-day visit to Jordan, 
which began Monday ai the start 
of a tour of the Middle East. 

Mr. Yang, whose country is 
taking part m the multilateral 
talks on the Middle East, was 
received by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and they re- 
viewed the general situation in 
the region and the role which 
China can play to give momen- 
tum to the Middle East peace 
process. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that the two sicks re- 
viewed world developments and 
their impact on the Middle East, 
as well as measures that could 
further promote Jordanian- 
Chinese relations, particularly in 
the economic, trade and cultural 


fields. 

Further talks were held on the 
Middle East region between the 
visiting Chinese official and 
acting Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Al Sharif. Petra said 
that the two sides reviewed the 
situation in the region, outlining 
Jordan’s position vis-a-vis various 
problems and its demand that 
they be settled in accordance with 
international legitimacy and law. 

Mr. Sharif urged China “to 
play a more serious role in defus- 
ing tension in this region,” Petra 
noted. 

Mr. Yang, for his part, reiter- 
ated Jhis country’s firm position 
with regard to the Palestine ques- 
tion and its demand for Israel’s 
total withdrawal from occupied 
Arab lands and Che restoration of 
the rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. Yang 
held formal talks with Minister of 
Planning Ziyad Fariz. 

Jordan’s free enterprise eco- 
nomy has opened the door for 
China’s national products and it is 
hoped that investors and expor- 
ters from the two countries would 
do more to promote trade and 


industrial cooperation between 
Jordan and China, the minister 
noted. 

Dr. Fariz stressed in particular 
the need for the two countries to 
launch joint economic ventures 
benefitting the Jordanian and 
Chinese people. 

China is pursuing cooperation 
and coordination with Jordan to 
widen the scope of trade and 
economic relations between the 
two sides, said Mr. Yang. 

Jordan assumes a unique geog- 
raphical location which encour- 
ages China to increase its trade to 
the region transiting via Jorda- 
nian territory, Mr. Yang added. 

Hie Chinese official voiced bis 
country’s readiness to support the 
Jordanian economy by all possi- 
ble means, noting chat Peking 
and Amman have very strong ties 
and are closely cooperating in 
scientific, cultural, economic and 
trade fields. 

According to the Ministry of 
Planning, China last year granted 
Jordan $10 million in soft loans, 
only part of which has been used 
for the importation of Chinese 
products for the Civil Service 
Consumer Corporation markets. 


Jordan to receive 46b lires for imports 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Italy Tuesday reached an agree- 
ment under which Jordan will get 
financial facilities worth 46 billion 
Italian liras (IL) to finance im- 
ports from Italy. 

At the conclusion of their talks, 
a Jordanian delegation and an 
Italian delegation from the Italian 
Ministry of Economic Coopera- 
tion discussed issues pertaining to 
the provision of IL30 billion 


worth of in-kind assistance to 
Jordan. 

The assistance includes Italian 
rice, wheat and flour to the Supp- 
ly Ministry. 

The two sides also discussed 
the possibility of financing certain 
projects which are warranted by 
the economic adjustment plan 
currently implemented in Jordan. 

They also discussed projects 
currently implemented with Ita- 


lian funds or those to be im- 
plemented with support from Ita- 
ly, under the technical support 
programme for the years 1991- 
1993. 

The Jordanian side to the talks 
was headed by Planning Minister 
Ziad Fariz, while the Italian side 
was headed by Dr. Francisco 
Ch exolie from the Italian Foreign 
Ministry’s Economic Coopera- 
tion Department. 


Construction business expects rise in demand 


f Save the press efforts’ may fall in ditch 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan En- 
gineers Association (JEA) ex- 
pects a boom in the Kingdom's 
construction business in view of 
the huge plans submitted for 
approval by the various contract- 
ing firms. 

Contractors and developers 
havesubmitted plans for build- 
in^ -with a total area _ af 12 
million square metres in the first 
quarter of 1992, but this volume 
was expeetd to rise to five million 
by the end of 1992, said JEA 
President Hosni Abu Ghaida. 

Should tins happen be said, the 
plans Would register a 100 per 
cent increase over the 1990 fi- 
gures and 20 per cent over the 
.1991 plans. 

The boom in construction is a 
natural result of the move by the 
local banks and financial institu- 
tions of the move by the local 
banks and financial institutions to 
enter the real estate business and 


the recent return to Jordan by 
more than 300,000 expatriates with 
their savings and capital, looking 
for areas of investment, said Mr. 
Abu Ghaida. 

“The expatriates seem to have 
found that investment in real 
estate was perhaps the safest kind 
of investment in the Kingdom,” 
said Mr. Abu Ghaida. He said 
that the public sector, for its part, 
was expected to announce con- 
struction plans worth JD 400 mil- 
lion during 1992, thus raising the 
total estimated investments to JD 
1 billion this year. 

Referring to unemployment 
among engineers, Mr. Abu 
Ghaida said that the construction 
business will create new jobs for 
the unemployed, noting that the 
JEA was contemplating new reg- 
ulations aimed at boosting its role 
in better organising the opera- 
tions of the engineering consul- 
tancy offices. 

The JEA recently held meet- 
ings with Mohammad Bashir, 
Amman Mayor, resulting in the 


formation of a joint committee to 
deal with problems related to the 
consultancy offices and the ap- 
plications of municipality regula- 
tions noted Mr. Abu Ghaida. The 
JEA will soon have another 
meeting to discuss the role of 
engineers in supervising construc- 
tion work in various projects car- 
ried out within the Amman re- 
gion, Mr. Abu Ghaida added. 

To help engineers find work, 
the JEA lately coordinated mea- 
sures with the Ministry of Muni- 
cipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment on the employment 
of engineers in various ministry 
projects around the country to 
maintain supervision and control 
over building operations, the 
JEA chief pointed out. 

He said that the JEA has been 
working closely with the Ministry 
of Public Works over regulations 
related to engineers practising 
their work in Jordan and a set of 
regulations in this regard is ex- 
pected to be published in the 
coming few days. 


rj resumes British Ladies of Amman 
Athens flight; to hold May Fair function 
will soon add to raise funds for charity 


Athens flight; 
will soon add 
various other 
destinations 

AMMAN (J.T.) Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ), the national air car- 
rier, is resuming flights to 
Athens, Greece, on May 17. 

Flights, which were suspended 
in mid-September 1989, will be 
twice a week, according to an RJ 
statement. It said that Amman- 
Athens will be serviced every 
Thursday and Sunday at 13:10 
and Athens- Amman will be ser- 
viced on the same- days, leaving 
Athens at 17:00. RTs Boeing 727 
planes will be used to transport 
passengers. 

The RJ statement said the 
national air carrier will inaugu- 
rate its second German destina- 
tion, Berlin, on June 3, 1992. 

The new capital of united Ger- 
many will be served twice a week 
with non-stop flights every 
Wednesday and Friday at 1135. 
a.m., using the Airbus A 310 
aircraft. Berlin is the largest dty 
in Germany with over four mil- 
lion inhabitants and a surface 
area of 883 square kilometres. 
Berlin is serviced by three air- 
ports, two of which are capable of 
handling international traffic. 
According to die statement, RJ 
will fly to .Schonfeeld Airport, 
located south-east of the city and 
is 25 kilometres away from the 
city centre. 

The statement noted that 
Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia, 
will be the fourth Far Eastern 
destination to be added to RTs 
route network. It said the inau- 
guration of the Jakarta operation 
will be on June 18, 1992 and that 
RJ will be operating twice a week 
to the Indonesian capital. The 
statement said that with the addi- 
tion of Jakarta to the network, RJ 
will be servicing 42 destinations 
on four continents. 


AMMAN — The British Ladies 
of Amman (BLA) will hold their 
annual May Fair this coming Fri- 
day. 

They hope to raise consider- 
able funds for charitable activities 
throughout the country. A great 
number of ladies have been work- 
ing hard during the last few 
months for this event, giving their 
time and expertise to handicraft, 
knitting, baking and cooking. 

Over the last 15 years they 
have been able to support many 
charitable organisations and 
often have helped in individual 


cases as well. They do not get 
directly involved in the cases 
themselves but the question of 
who the assistance is to go to is 
usually decided by a committee. 

Friday’s May Fair, which will 
be held in the garden of the 
British Ambassador’s residence 
in Jabal Amman between 11 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. includes entertain- 
ment, games, food, refreshments, 
homemade cakes, jams and pre- 
serves, and a grand raffle with 
many prizes. The entrance fees 
are one dinar for adults and JD 
0.250 for children. 


Middle East regional general 
consultant for Scholl visits Amman 


AMMAN — Mflce Rumsey, 
the Mideast regional consul- 
tant for Scholl products, ar- 
rived in Amman yesterday. 
Mr. Rumsey, accompanied by 
his wife is on a business trip 
visiting the Scholl agent in Jor- 
dan, Saymeh Trading Estab- 
lishment. Upon arrival, Mr. 
Rumsey expressed his satisfac- 
tion and appreciation to the 


efforts of Saymeh Trading in 
the field of distribution of 
Scholl products in the King- 
dom’s markets. He also 
showed deep concern and high 
appreciation for the success 
achieved by their agent in such 
a short time. During their 
three-day visit to Amman, ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Rumsey are warmly 
welcomed. 


The American Center of Oriental Research (ACOR) 
announces with great sorrow the passing of 

Dr. Kenneth W. Russell 

on Sunday, May 10. 

There will be a memorial service at ACOR 
on Thursday, May 14, at 11AM 


Attention ... Students, Teachers 
and Faculty members 

This much. 


ifilllltfe 






$&• 


xsmgg* 




*,■ 


*- • V.- /V-J 

/ .. Nip- 


for this much, 




JD.1,850 





j-t <- 




Macintosh LC 
Regular Price JD ±394 


or this much. 



11 Wwr~- 


Macintosh LC and StyleWriter 
Combined regular price JD ±86? 


For this long. 


May 92 


20 


Meet the new Macintosh" LC. A new computer that 
puts much more power at your fingertips, and 
much less pressure on your pocket. 
Affordability made even more affordahle. Power 
made even more powerful. Potential made almost 
limitless. And that's just for starters! 

Byy a StyleWriter along with your new 
Macintosh LC and we'll give it away at just 
JD 2,222 . 

How much more could anvone want? 


Apple. The power to be your best:' 


| Ideal Systems Co., P.O.Box 182756, Amman, Jordan. 
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punishment 
is not the answer 


THE JORDANIAN criminal code is being revised ami 
Minister of Justice Yousef Mbaideen is already boasting that 
the new draft law will have capita] punishment for more 
categories of crimes than ever before. In particular, die new 
legislation wfll impose stiffer punishment for rape and even 
statutory rape by making the death penalty mandatory. 

This is indeed both odd and strange since the whole 
civilised world is drifting away from capital punishment as 
an effective deterrent for socio-economic crimes and not the 
other way round. The new international norms and 
standards on war against crime call for a more sophist i cated 
approach to the entire subject of hnman misbehaviour based 
on social science rather than on punishment per se. In case 
the Himhter does not know it, Jordan is treaty obligated to 
phase out capital p unishm ent and not the other way round, 
and his aides should attempt to busy themselves with 
reading some of the conventions that the Kingdom had 
ratified in recent years in order to give their boss a more 
up-to-date advice instead of counselling short-cut 
approaches to crime and punishment. One recent rape case 
has attracted a lot of public and official attention, which is a 
healthy sign. But the answer to isolated criminal incidents 
does not necessarily lie in death penalties. Maybe the 
Ministry of Justice would like to target honour and revenge 
crimes based on tribal justice for a change instead of 
prescribing simple solutions to complex problems, likewise 
with economic related crimes. Perhaps the concerned 
authorities would like to get acquainted with the views of 

same wninwi t Jordanian avinlnghh amt ffonomids instead 
of relying solely on the ideas of onr judges most of whom 
lack the necessary educational background in humanities as 
is the case with their counterparts in other parts of the 
world. 

Jordan could do more also in-terms of crime prevention. 
The police department could for instance divert some of its 
manpower from handing down parking tickets to beefing np 
patrols on the streets of the urban areas in the country, 
where thefts and burglaries are taking place at night as well 
as during the day. 

Of course there is more to combatting crime than just 
increaang police efforts. There is a need for a comprehen- 
sive campaign involving the public as well. The cooperation 
between the people and the authorities charged with the task 
of defending them is an organic link in the overall process to 
fight crime in all its forms. 

But the simplistic way the Ministry of Justice is handling 
this subject leaves modi to be desired. And the continuous 
threats to impose the death penalty every time there is a new 
wave of violence and crime in the country is not exactly the 
best or most efficient way to maintain peace and security at 
home. 

Before the draft becomes law, we ask that an in-depth 
analysis of its contents be conducted. Otherwise the country 
will be stack with just another archaic and dangerous piece 
of legislation that we do not really need. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT, like the rest of the Arabic daily papers, Tuesday 
commented on King Hussein's meeting with the heads of the 
Christian and Muslim communities in the occupied territories to 
discuss the restoration of the Dome of the Rock and safeguarding 
of the holy places. The paper said that the meeting with the 
representatives and leaders of religious groups was a manifesta- 
tion of the national unity and a reconfmnation on the part of the 
leader of his absolute commitment to protect the holy shrines. 
The paper said that King Hussein’s concern over the holy places 
and his drive to raise funds for such national and religious duty 
reflected his keenness on backing world Muslims' religious rights 
following in the footsteps of his grandfathers who spared no effort 
in preserving the shrines over the ages. The heads of Christian 
and Muslim communities who came to the Royal Court from the 
occupied lands voiced their total support for the King's en- 
deavours and their pride in his work, said the daily. The King's 
address lo the audience has infused new hope into the masses on 
the West Bank and in Jordan alike and gave new impetus to the 
ongoing drive to pursue endeavours for the liberation and for the 
protection of the Islamic and Christian holy places in Palestine, 
the paper added. The paper said that the restoration of the Dome 
of the Rock was for die Hashemite a natural religious and 
national duty in which they take deep pride and which is cause for 
joy for the masses. 


A COLUMNIST in Sawt A1 Shaab attacked the United States for 
what he called its evil intentions harboured against Libya in the 
light of an assistant secretary of state's statement in which he 
stressed that the aim of the current campaign on Libya was to 
bring about the down fall of its leader. Ahmad Dhiban said that 
according to the official, Washington would not restore diploma- 
tic ties with Tripoli until the Libyan leader has been removed 
from his post. Therefore, the writer said, the aim of the embargo 
imposed on Libya is not for the implementation of international 
law, as has been claimed by the Western nations, but rather to 
bring about changes that can only serve western powers' interests. 
The writer said that in the light of the Los Angeles disturbances, 
resulting from injustices done to the blacks, one can conclude that 
there can be no justice at ail in the United States or the western 
countries and, therefore, Libya's refrain from handing over the 
two men allegedly involved in the Lockerbie affair is justified. 
From the U.S. attitude towards Libya and Iraq, it has become 
dear that Washington and its allies are determined to deal with 
the Arab states one by one and take over their wealth or make 
them kneel in front of the colonial power's will, the writer said. 
One is led to believe added Dhiban, that Libya's dispute with the 
West over the Lockerbie affair is part of a series of disputes which 
ootoniat powers try to create in order to bring down undesired 
rulers. 



Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla MaQri 


The tale of two booms 


The title refers to the real estate boom which Jordan witnessed in 
the mid seventies and the present one which is still in the making. 
Although they might look similar in many aspects, the two booms 
are different in one or two very basic areas which might entail 
different policy implications. 

The boom of the seventies was generated from phenomenally 
high levels of income which were supplemented by also record 
levels of foreign aid. The resulting disposable income was huge to 
the extent that itpsatisfied all familiar sorts of demand and spilled 
over into what economists term as big-ticket items including the. 
biggest items of all, namely land and houses. The very healthy 
disposable income was adequate to sustain high levels of both 
consumption and saving. 

Of course part of the virtuous multiplier effects of spend mg 
were leaking out of Jordan through the open door policy of 
imports. But economic growth was strong enough to accommo- 
date this leakage and still leave a satisfactory share for Jorda- 
nians. Inflation did pick up at the time, but the soaring incomes 
absorbed it without difficulty so that it was only a statistical 
nuisance. 


The present real estate boom has been financed from our 
accumulated savings, or from what economists term as “wealth”. 
Savings are taken from income, that is revenues earned in die 
current year, but savings generated in previous years combine 
together to form the wealth of the nation. 

The very critical conclusion that follows is that the first boom 
was financed from a continuous or renewable flow of funds 
generated by strong economic growth. The present boom is 
financed from limited funds which can easily be depleted because 
it is not possible to make up for the spent funds in the short and 
medium runs, that is in the course of 1 to. 5 years. 

Two important conclusions follow. First, the present real estate 
boom will most probably be short-lived; the Jordanian economy 
does not have the potential to have a long real estate boom. This 
naturally stirs the interest of businessmen., developers and even 
land speculators. 

The second conclusion is that the present boom leads to the 
diversion of resources away from other sectors to the real estate 
sector in the light of the paucity of resources under the present 
circumstances of Jordan. This conclusion must attract the 


attention of the managers of our economic -policy because the 
related drvecaon of financial resources can very well lead to the 
starvation of other sectors, including those which enjoy top 
national priorities. 

We thought once that spending on construct i on that accompa- 
nies the present real estate boom could fuel a long, albeit slow, 
overall economic boom through the favourable effects on income 
that such spending creates via the keyncsion multiplier. Now that 
toe open door policy of imports has been institutionalised, and 
probably perpetuated, under the IMF-sponsored - economic 
adjustment programme, dungs are indeed different. As men- 
tioned and explained earlier in this column, imports serve to 
siphon to the rest of toe world most of toe positive multiplier 
effects of spending. Under the present sluggish economic growth, 
the Jordanian economy is not capable of enduring the income 
leakages created by those imports. 

Our i mpre s si on is that the present real estate boom wfll be 
abated soon, one or two years from now. Even if it lasts a little 
bit longer, this boom can not be considerably beneficial to toe 
Jordanian economy. 





is;- 


Israel’s dependence on the U.S. 


the full extent of the special relationship 




By Donald Neff 


Democratic Senator Robert Byrd 
of west Virginia on April 1 detailed 
for the first turn: on the Senate 
floor toe aid and special benefits 
Israel received from the United 
States between 1949 and 1991. 
He said the total was $53 billion, 
equal to 13 per cent of all U.S. 
economic and military aid given 
during that period. Since the 
Egypt- Israel peace treaty of 1979, 
the amount totals $40.1bn, equal 
to 21.5 per cent of all U.S. 
multilateral and bilateral aid. 

According to Senator Byrd: 
“We have provided Israel with 
mu Hi- billion dollar aid packages 
since 1974, and both toe United 
States and Israel have very little 
progress to show for it. Israel has 
become dependent on both our 
economic and military assistance. 
Our aid has enabled Israel to 
maintain its enormous military 
capability, put off much needed 
economic reforms, and avoid 
making serious progress in solv- 
ing its problems with its neigh- 
bours. Israel must, for its own 
good, start to stand on its own 
and cut itself free of a depend- 
ence that is really a roadblock to 
progress, both economically and 
from the standpoint of achieving 
security, and it is a dependence 
that wfll have no end otherwise.” 


UdS. aid to Israel 


Mr. Byrd recounted toe history 
of U.S. aid: “During the 1950s 
and 1960s, the U.S. provided a 
small amount of assistance to 
Israel, primarily food aid and 
loans for economic development. 
In toe 1960s we introduced a 
modest level of military assist- 
ance, also in the form of loans. 
That level increased significantly, 
to around $500ra a year, in the 
early 1970s. Then, following toe 
1973 Arab- Israeli war, we saw a 
major policy shift as total aid rose 
from $492.8m in 1973 to $2.6 bn 
in 1974, a jump of 427 per cent 
The composition of aid also be- 
gan to shift from loans, for which 
we expected repayment, to out- 
right grants. Of the $2.6bn in aid 
in 1974, $1.6bn was in the form of 
grants. 

“The aid level ... for the next 
four years ... averages out at 
almost $2bu a year. Then in 1979, 
following the Camp David 
accords. Congress approved a 
huge supplemental aid package 
for Israel and Egypt. Israel’s 
assistance for fiscal year 1979 was 
$4.9bn; 1980 saw the aid level 
drop back to just over $2.1bn, but 
it has increased steadily since 
.then to $3.7bn in 1991. In 1985, 
we responded to an economic 
crisis in Israel by converting all 
military and economic support 
assistance to cash grants, and by 
passing a $1.5bn supplemental 
aid package, bringing the total 
appropriated in 1985 to $4.1 bn in 
grants... 

“Nor have we forgotten Israel 
in times of crisis ... In 1990, the 
U.S. responded to toe increased 


immigration of Soviet and Ethio- 
pian Jews by providing $400m in 
housing loan guarantees. We also 
rushed to proride additional 
assistance during the Gulf war. 
Early in the war. President Bush 
used his emergency authority ... 
to transfer to Israel two Patriot 
missile batteries valued at 
$117bn. The Congress appropi- 
rated an additional 6.50m econo- - 
mic assistance grant, allowed toe 
use of $200m of Economic Sup- 
port Fund money for the purch- 
ase of military euipment, and 
earmaked $300m for the preposi- 
tioning in Israel of U.S. defence 
equipment that can be used by 
Israel in an emergency. Congress 
also authorised the president to 
transfer another $700m in U.S. 
military equipment to Israel... 

“Despite this unmatched fore- 
ign aid, tins is only part of the 
story. Israel derives many other 
benefits, both direct and indirect, 
from its special relationship with 
the United States. In addition to 
toe $3.7bn already identified in 
: fiscal year 1991, Israel also re- 
ceived another $80m worth of 
excess military equipment.” 

Mr. Byrd further listed the 
following items of assistance dr.- 
special .treatment in 1991. .and/ 
1992: continued participation in 
the American Schools and Hos- 
pitals Grant Programme, $2.7m 
for 1991; $7m for Arab-IsraeK 
cooperative programmes, of 
which approximately half is spent 
in Israel; $60m for joint research 
and development on the Arrow 
missile follow-on programme; au- 
thority to use up to $475m of its 
military aid in Israel instead of 
spending it in the U.S; Israel is 
the only country that receives 
specific legislative authority and a 
designated dollar amount for 
military procurement outside the 
U.S. Further, Israel has priority 
over every other country, except 
Turkey, to receive excess defence 
articles. Additionally, a major 
new petroleum reserve of 4.5m 
barrels, worth $180m, is available 
for Israel's use in toe case of an 
emergency; further, Israel got 
$15m to improve military facili- 
ties at the port of Haifa in 1991 
and another $2m in 1992 to study 
toe costs of further improving the 
facilities to allow for full-scale 
maintenance and support of an 
aircraft carrier battle groiqj; in 
addition thereto, specific inclu- 
sion in the Overseas Workload 
Programme, allowing Israel to 
bid on contracts for toe repair, 
maintenance or overhaul of U.S. 
equipment abroad; and addi- 
tionally Sim in investment insur- 
ance in Israel, provided by toe 
Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation. 



Mr. Byrd went on: “Other, 
earlier legislative initiatives that 
provide continuing benefits to 
Israel including toe immediate 
transfer each year of toe S1.2bn 
Economic Support fund grant 
and toe $1.89bn military assist- 
ance grant. Thus, our grants are 
turned into interest bearing? 


assets for Israel while our own 
budget deficit is increased, result- 
ing in higher interest charges for 
us. This immediate transfer cre- 
ated approximately $85m in in- 
terest income for Israel in fiscal 
year 1991. Such an arrangement 
has been in place for toe Econo- 
mic Support Fund since 1982 and 
was extended to military aid in 
fiscal year 1991 and applies to no 
other country; moreover, debt 
restructuring that took place in the 
late 1980s allowed Israel to lower 
interest payments by an esti- 
mated $41m annually; additional- 
ly, the fair pricing initiative with- 
in the Foreign Military Sales 
Programme allows Israel to avoid 
certain administrative fees nor- 
mally charged on foreign military 
sales. This benefit saved Israel an 
estimated $60m in 1991.... 

“Since 1984, Israel has been 
allowed to use a portion of its 
foreign military financing credits 
for procurement of Israeli made 
military items. Unlike other 
countries that receive U.S. milit- 
ary assistance, Israel does not have 
to spend all of those funds to 
purchase American equipment. 
In 1991; of a $1.8bn military 
assistance grant, we allowed 
Israel to use $475m to buy toe 
output of its own defence indus- 
try instead of American products. 
Moreover, Israel was allowed to 
spend an additional $150m of the 
1991 grant for its own research 
and development in the United 
States. We also have provided 
$126m in funding for the develop- 
ment of the Arrow missile in 
Israel, with anothe r $ 60m 
appropriated for the Arrow fol- 
low-on in fiscal year 1992, and the 
prospect of several hundred mil- 
lion more dollars in the future. 


Technology t ramfer 


“We have poured foreign aid 
into Israel for decades at rates 
and terms given to no other na- 
tion. And we are the only nation 
to have done so. Our European 
allies provided, by comparison, 
nearly nothing. Beyond toe mas- 
sive economic and military aid, 
however , in our so-called 
strategic relations with Israel, we 
have served as a protector almost 
in the same sense as toe govern- 
ment of toe United States would 
protect one of our 50 states. Now, 
we hear the disturbing allegations 
that Israel has made a market of 
weapons around toe world with 
the aid of components provided 
by the U.S. violating bilateral 
export control agreements under 
which the technology was pro- 
vided... 


when Israel was a bulwark against 
Soviet expansionism in toe re- 
gion, when Israel’s strategic im- 
portance in toe East-West con- 
flict may have outweighed the 
necessity to focus oria solution to 
toe region's own problems. We 
should wake up to die reality ... 
that the cold war is over and the 
real threat to stability in the 
Middle East lies in toe tension 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. And that tension 
only increases as a result of the 
continued expansion by Israel of 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 


tting of the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem, Golan Heights and 
Gaza Strip is very dear: settle- 
ment has greatly accelertcd dur- 
ing the last two years. There is no 
restraint, as one might reason- 
ably, expect with the develop- 
ment of toe peace process and toe 
rising U.S. concerns over the 
settlement policy — no restraint 
whatsoever. There is clearly a 
dash of policy goals... 

“The problem is that the recent 
policy of the Israel government is 
to aggressively promote settle- 
ment in the disputed territories. 
There is the appearance of pre- 
emption here — fill toe territories ~ 
with Israeli settlers and thus exert :/. 
maximum leverage to keep the 
lands and have de facto 
sovereignly over them... The*- 
Israeli government will not publ- 
ish statistics on its plans, but - 
enough information is available 
to raise the alarm over the -■ 
accelerated pace of settlement -• 
taking place at the same time that 
a historic negotiation is under 
way with the Palestinians over the 
future of those lands. Public in- 
formation and reports put die 
Israeli investment in settlement 
activity in the occupied territories 
.at more than $3bn in. 1991. 

— -"The Israeli government’s key ■* 
policy priority seems to be that of 
settling the occupied territories at 
toe fastest possible pace, a policy : 
priority that seems to be ahead of 
absorbing Soviet immigr ants per 
se- It seems fair to conclude that ~ 
the loan guarantee money may ~ 
well be used to further that key 
Israeli policy, rather than pii- jtf * 
marfly feu immigrant bousing ... .* 
The Administration's policy, as I - 
understand it, is that any loan 
guarantees must be accompanied 
with a complete and permanent *. 
freeze in Israeli civilian construc- 
tion and related expenditures in 
the occupied territories. 


- 
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Israeli settlements 


A dependent economy 


“Israel is accused of taking 
U.S. components and including 
'them in its own products and then 
selling those products to third 
countries. The kinds of products 
we are talking about are such 
things as the Israeli versions of 
toe AIM-9L Sidewinder air- 
borne missile and TOW-2 anti- 
tank missile. Obviously, we want 
to maintain strict control of this 
land of sophisticated technology 
and, if the reports are true, Israel 
certainly has violated the spirit if 
not toe letter, of agreements... 


“To whatever extent these 
charges have merit, I consider 
them to be symptomatic of the 
problems caused by the attitude 
that Israel is somehow exempt 
from the regulations that apply to 
other countries. Those who hold 
this view seem to think that we 
are still immersed in the cold war. 


“Every president since Lyndon 
Johnson has called for Israel to 
withdraw from the occupied terri- 
tories ... Congress has always 
supported tins policy, and, in 
1990, when the U.S. provided 
$400m in boosing loan guaran- 
tees, it was explicitly linked to the 
settlements so that none of the 
money could be spent in the 
occupied territories. Unfortu- 
nately, this linkage was not 
enough to influence Israeli poli- 
cy. The GAO (Government 
Accounting Office) report issued 
in February found that the 
guarantee programme, as res- 
tricted, ‘did not influence the 
Israeli government's decisions on 
where to build new housing or on 
bow much settlement activity to 
undertake in toe occupied terri- 
tories.’ Indeed, toe number of 
settlers in the occupied territories 
has risen from 75,000 in 1989 to 
104,000 in 1991. 


“I would like to point out that 

toe Israeli government’s policies 

and practices regarding toe set- 


“It is dear that despite this \ 
massive infusion of foreign aid, J '• 
Israel is no closer to economic 
sufficiency than it ever was. The 
U.S. must take steps to wean 
Israel from the pipeline of U.S. r ' : 
foreign aid, and to discourage it 
from relying on arms exports to 
help shore up a flagging economy ; - 
... Provision of yet more financial ; 
transfers, via a loan guarantee 
programme, perpetuates Israeli }'■ 
dependency on non-market • - 

tors to prop up its economy. 

“Israel’s dependency on the 
United States is too deep, and 
such an overly dependent situa- 
tion inevitably breeds resentment 
on the part of the dependent 
entity. Everyone agrees that mar- 
ket-oriented reforms in Israel are 
desperately needed to infuse real 
economic growth from wi thin and 
attract foreign investment from 
abroad. Only economic reforms, 
not continued transfers of money, 
will put Israel on the road to true 
independence and economic sta- 
bility” — Middle East Interna- 
tional. 
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Israeli, Arab boycott casts cloud over regional talks 


By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Talks on re- 
gional issues associated with Mid- 
dle East peace open in several 
capitals this week under the cloud 
of partial Israeli and Arab 
boycotts and threat of a U.S.- 
Palestinian clash. 

The meeting on arms control in 
Washington, economic develop- 
ment in Brussels, water-sharing 
in Vienna, the environment in 
Tokyo and refugees in Ottawa 
have drawn wide international 
participation, both from the Mid- 
dle East and the world at large. 

They are designed to comple- 
ment the main Middle East nego- 
tiations between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours which began in 
Madrid last autumn. 

These bilateral talks concluded 


a fifth round in Washington last 
month with some signs that the 
parties were moving past pro- 
cedural bickering into substance. 

Israel has announced it is 
1 boycotting the Ottawa and Brus- 
sels sessions because it objects to 
the participation of Palestinians 
from outside the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Syria and Lebanon are boycot- 
ting the meetings at all five sites, 
arguing that it is pointless discus- 
sing such issues until the parties 
stan making progress in the main 
peace talks. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker last week promised a de- 
legation of American Jews that 
the United States would block 
discussion of the Palestinian right 
of return. 

That sets up the prospect of an 
embarrassing, U.S. -Palestinian 


disagreement. 

In a letter to Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy, Mr. Baker 
promised that Washington would 
not al! 'w toe meetings to de- 
generate into a series of anti- 
Israel speeches. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Other Middle East powers such 
as Iraq, Iran and Libya oppose 
the entire peace progress. Their 
absence, especially from the 
arms-control meeting in 
Washington, robs those discus- 
sions of much of their purpose. 

The Israeli boycott has placed 
Washington in an uncomfortable 
position, particularly regarding 
the refugee talks in Ottawa, 
where Palestinians have pledged 
to raise their “right of return’ 
former homes in Israel. 


to 


U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker last week promised a de- 
legation of American Jews that 
the United States would block 
discussion of the Palestinian right 
of. return. 

“Our efforts must focus on toe 
practical and the achievable. We 
must try to avoid polemics and 
empty rhetoric,” he wrote. 

U.S. officials, who hoped the 
talks would spur the peace pro- 
cess, now fear they could have 
the opposite effect because of the 
Israeli boycott. 

Israeli officials said the pre- 
sence of Palestinian exiles chan- 
nelled toe peace process in new 
and undesirable directions. But 
Palestinians said they had won 
toe important principle that 
Palestinians were one people, 
whether they lived under Israeli 
rule or in exile. 


The right of return is embodied 
in U.N. General Assembly Re- 
solution 194 of December 1948, 
which was supported by Washing- 
ton at the time. 

When State Department 
Spokeswoman Margaret Tutwiler 
was asked whether the United 
States still supported it, she said 
she did not know and had been 
unable to find out. 


Ms. Tutwiler said die Washing- 
ton discussions would focus on 
methods and concepts of arms 
control, the evolution of the con- 
fidence and security-building pro- 
cess and toe history of toe U.S.- 
Soviet hotline agreement plus 
accords on coping with incidents 
at sea and dangerous military 
activities. 

- She said toe refugee talks were 
“designed to examine the scope 


of the problem of refugee and ^ 
displaced persons, and discuss i-T.Ka 
data needs and practical ideas." 

The other sessions are ex- ;-\v l 
pected to be less contentious. 

Japan, chairing the environmen- 
tal talks, is promoting an ecology 
(flan in which Israel and Jordan 
would cooperate to stody and 
eventually dean up the Gulf of 
Aqaba. 

The economic development 
talks could bold out the prospect 
of outside investment in the Mid- 
dle East once peace is achieved 
and may also examine ways of 
straightening the economy of the 
Isradi-oocupied West Bank and ; . 
Gaza Ship.- ; 

J The water talks focus on an 
important problem for the region V 
and one at the heart of many 
disputes, among Iraq, Turkey, 

Syria, Jordan and Israel. 
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(Continued Cram page 1) 

al economic cooperation, and this 
downcK was a sotutc of satisfactioa 
bs this 'work could not overtake the 
basic peace issues dealt with at bi- 
lateral kveL 

“All the p ar ticipants, including the 
co-sponsors (Russia and the United 
States), adhere to the fact dial there 
is a The muhiiaterais are in do 
way a substitute. They complement 
and supplement the bflaterals.” 

- Mr. Tarawneh said that “to in- 
corporate the Palestinians in the di- 
aspora in the talks ... is only being 
practical.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy told reporters here Monday that 
revising the entry rules, laid down at 

the opening of peace talks Oct. 29-30 
in Madrid, “could in the future 
jeopardise the whole peace process 


Syria and Lebanon are also boycot- 
ting the multilateral sessions, saying 
they want progress on the political 
front Brat. 

Mr. Sayegh, who is from Lebanon, 
said Israeli boycott “reduces the 
daim of the Israeli government in its 
seriousness in the quest for peace.” 

“Our presence is not that ear- 
thshaking,” be said. 

The Palestinian leader said “we 
fully understand and appreciate the 
Syrian position” that is keeping both 
Syria and Lebanon from attending 
the talks. 

Khalil Hindi, from the University 
of Manchester in England, urged his 
two allies to reconsider, saying “we 
' feel the pros outweigh the cons.” 

The European Community (EC), 
which chaired the meeting, intro- 
duced propsoals for regional free 
trade and free movement of goods, 
capital and labour. 

Arab states currently enforce a 
total boycott against the Jewish state 


mid encourage companies from out- 
ride the region to comply with it. 

Mr. Sayegh said the slowness in 
w&feving a breakthrough in the bi- 
lateral talks was a great handicap. 

“Hie key to the doors of regional 
cooperation, pres e ntly -dosed, can 
only be provided by a successful 
outcome to the bilateral talks.” the 
Pa l est in i an delegation said in a state- 
ment. 

“Notable rewards and dividends 
will be within the reach of Israel upon 
the achievement of a just and durable 
peace. It has only to extend its hand- 
to reach them with an oOve branch 
rather than a gun.” 

Mr. Sayegh said Israel was not 
helping the peace process by offering 
Palestinians only local rather than 
national elections in the occupied 
territories. 

He said only a quarter of the 
population would be able to vote in 
such elections because non-taxpayers 
and people living in rural areas would 
be excluded. 

Mr. Sayegh said it was premature 
to put forward concrete economic 
development proposals although 
planning could go forward in a 
pragmatic way while waiting for a 
peace breakthrough. 

He said that after peace was 
achieved, Palestinians most have con- 
trol of their own land and water and . 
have effective power to take their 
own economic decisions. Otherwise, 
development would remain partial, 
distorted and of limbwi value. 

On Monday, the EC presented 
ideas for taming the Mideast into a 
free trade area similar to that of 
Western Europe. 

The community hinted it would 
increase aid to the Mideast nations if 
they agreed to cooperate on regional 
economic projects, and Japan was 
reportedly malting a «t*nil»r offer. 

But the Jordanian and Palestinian 




. Credit ‘rationalisation’ sparks debate 
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creases in new credits of upto 

• ^ 28 <*m to support growth 

? ",‘S • - rates of five to seven per cent 

• - ’"'u*: present credit situation 

Li ' ''could have been avoided if 
. . .. C ,l r ^ stricter measures were applied 
to monitor commercial bank 
' . _ • ,- v , credits since the beginning of- 

T - r the year with a view to chan- . 

- ^ .‘i s nelHng more to the productive 
. ;« ;C . . . geptor and jf major companies 

■ - • - 1 "' ---■ were told in advance to expect 

• -y- i: r-.;a credit squeeze so that they 
« : r ..'•.■sr-.sit could have retained their pro- 

■"> rz. fits instead of distributing them 
• ••■■ 'T>r:r •. .. as dividends to -shareholders, • 
r. a- he said... . ~i ' 

“T^iefre are only three inter- ■ 
nal means to raise funds for ; 
investments: Debt financing 
:. -rr“r.;r: through commercial bank ere- 

dits, retaining of profits and 
' > :: , equity finance,” the economist 

r .■ pointed out. 

s_ ‘.c In view of Jordan’s firm 

commitment to the IMF prog- 
v ranune, which was reaffirmed 
"I—: ! •- by a senior official Monday, 

, ' and the fact that most com- 

. .. parries have already distributed 

... - * - ! n-~- : - dividends, the only option left 
for tito Kingdom is to rase 
. equity financing, he said, 

y! V.r^ L .r The economist said there 

- -- ^ ^ was uttle prospect that Jordan 

• would achieve “sustainable 

" growth” if it did not pursue an 

- ; r.-rr-rr. aggressive campaign of its own 

parallel to the IMF program- 

-pcndffi **3 

. . ^ “The IMF programme is 

‘ mainly aimed at ensuring Jor- 

dan is made capable of meeting 
its foreign obligations," he 
T asserted. 

ilL’- -*S !* Adherence to the IMF prog- 

• rr 1 r ,'^;. ram me is key to Jordan’s 
" : r „V7i* ' efforts to reschedule its foreign 

7- I ; debts and the Kingdom has 
"• managed xo smoothes! out its 
•' ’ -l' obligations to foreign goyen- 

ments until mid-1993 and is in 
the process of reaching a simi- 
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iar arrangement with commer- 
cial creditors. 

An IMF delegation left Jor- 
dan this week after a review of 
the economic revival and res- 
tructuring programme and offi- 
cials said the IMF as well as the 
Jordanian government were 
satisfied with the preformance 
‘of the economy. 

"We are satisfied with the 
way the economy is responding 
to the programme," said a 
senior official. “There is every 
indication that the GDP will 
achieve die target goal of three 
per cent growth,” the official 
told the Jordan Times. 

“It is the first step in the long 
way ahead,” addedd the offi- 
cial. “In the meantime, we 
remain very much committed 
to the IMF programme." 

But, the expeetd three-per- 
cent growth in 1992, noted die 
economist, will fall short by ’at 
least one per cent of the de- 
sired level to maintain the per 
capita, income in view of the 
growth in population, esti- 
mated at four per cent. 

“There has to be more in- 
vestments in the productive 
sectors if we are to achieve sustain- 
able real growth," be said. 

“For that we need financing, 
and in the face of the credit 
squeeze — which shuts off debt 
financing — the ony means to 
rase funds is through expand- 
ing .the volume of equity fi- 
nance. 

‘This can be done by easing 
the regulations that hinder new 
equity issues; by encouraging 
privately-held companies to 
become public shareholding 
companies in order to have 
wider access to equity capital; 
by aggressively soliciting fore- 
ign investment; and by raising 
the equity portion of the funds 
erf the Social Security Corpora- 


ddegates said there had been no 
agreements of substance at what they 
described as “exploratory” discus- 
sons. 

Participants (fid, however, agree 
not to break' up -into several sub- 
groups as had been proposed, but 
rather continue with one plenary ses- 
sion. 

“We are not ready to talk about 
details yet,” said Mr. Sayegh. 

The economic talks are one of five 
parallel multilateral meeting being 
held around the wodd to broaden the 
scope of the peace c o n f erence. 

Ibe 38 delegations in Brussels in- 


cluded the United States, Japan, Rus- 
sia, Gun*, Canada, Ukraine, India, 
Yemen, Sweden, Switzerland, EC 
nations and the World Bank. 

The 13 Arab participants included 
Saudi Arabia and other oil-producing 
states of the Gulf region and northern 
Africa. 

The EC includes Belgium, Britain, 
Denmark, France, Germany, 
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netfaeriands, Portugal and Spam. 

The other multilateral meetings 
held this week and next deal with 
arms control, water sharing, refugees 
and the enviro nm ent. 


Henry Cattan — a man who truly 
lived and died for his cause 


Jordan to raise Resolution 194 


(Con ti nued from page l) 

wa. There are over three million 
Palestinian refugees spread 
around the Middle East, many 
still tiving in squalid camps. 


Secretary of State James Baker 
exchanged message with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
on Sunday. In his message, Mr. 
Baker pledged to block discus- 
sion of the right of return in the 


“If we continue to deal with the refugee talks and said the pur- 
peace process as if it were a series pose of the meeting was purely 
of psychotherapy sessions, we are humanitarian, 
deceiving oursevles. We can’t Mr. Shamir thanked Mr. Baker 
keep putting oft the difficult but said Isarel would still not 
issues.'’ said Mohammad Hallaj, participate because the inclusion 
one of the Palestinian exiles talc- erf Palestinian exiles gave them an 


ing part in the talks. 

Israeli officials said U.S. 


opening to speak about returning 
to homes in Israel. 


Solh tipped as new premier 


(Continued from page 1) 

expected to be appointed prime 
minister within 24 hoars and 
plans had already been drawn up 
over the composition of his 
cabinet, to be named by next 
week. 

About 40 of the 57 deputies 
who met Mr. Hrawi on Monday 
nominated Mr. Solh. 

Among them was outgoing Mr. 
Karami, who quit during nation- 
wide riots by workers demanding 
an end to spiralling inflation 
which pushed many into poverty. 

Mr. Solh. after visiting Mr. 
Hrawi on Monday, told Beirut's 
Al Nahar newspaper: “Seek 
optimism and you will find it. 
God willings we will do what our 
national duty dictates and success 
comes from God.” 

Al Nahar quoted him as telling 
wellwishers he hoped to form a 
new cabinet as soon as possible 
and: “God help us do something 
for the country, especially about 
living conditions.*' 

The Lebanese pound streng- 
thened IS per cent against the 
dollar on Beirut’s unofficial mar- 
ket on Tuesday, bouyed by hopes 
that a Solh government would 
bring the economy back to life. 

Exchange dealers said that the 
pound was trading at about 1.525 
to tiie dollar, compared with 
Monday’s unofficial rate of 1,760. 
They reported little demand for 
the U.S. currency.. 

Al Nahar called on Tuesday in 
an editorial for a government that 
would be trusted and res p ected as 
strong both in Lebanon > and 
abroad so each faction would 
know its limit and stick to it. 

It said the new cabinet’s prim- 
ary task would be to secure Arab 
and international aid and invest- 
ment to rebuild Lebanon. 

Let Wednesday’s nob in Beirut and 
most major towns were trig- 
in' most major towns were trig- 
gered by the Lebanese pound, 
once one of the strongest Middle 
East currencies, sinking to an 
all-time low of 2,000 to the dollar. 

Despite the end of tire dvil 
war, Lebanon failed to attract 
millions of dollars in aid arid 
investment amid concern about 
widespread official corruption 
and the country’s stability. 

Mr. Karami blamed his fall on 
Israel and its allies. He accused 
them of waging economic war to 
force Lebanon to multilateral 
talks with the Jewish state and to 
distance itself from Syria 


As well as tackling the eco- 
nomy, the new prime minister 
faces the first parliamentary elec- 
tions ion 20 years and the sche- 
duled redeployment of Syrian 
troops to eastern Lebanon in 
September. 

The leftist Al Safir daily ques- 
tioned whether a government led 
by Mr. Solh could avoid bang 
blamed for the previous cabinet’s 
failures as many of its ministers 
would be the same. 

It said the new government 
would have to prove that it could 
come up with radical solutions to 
Lebanon's deep problems., 

Palestinians 
hail role 

(Continued from page 1) 

Israel or be compensated when 
multilateral talks on refugees 
start later this month. 

Dr. Sha'ath, a political adviser 
to Mr. Arafat, said that pending a 
final settlement of the refugee 
issue, international organisations 
and countries taking part in the 
peace talks should provide econo- 
mic aid for millions of displaced 
Palestinians. i 


Following is an eulogy to the late 
lawyer and nationalist, Henry 
Cattan, by Dr. Ants Al Oasern. 
chairman of the Legal Committee 
of the Palestine National Council. 

It is indisputable that Henry Cat- 
tan, who passed away on April 
17, 1992, at the venerable age of 
86, was the most distinguished, 
widely recognised and respected 
Palestinian international lawyer. 
Passage of time had failed to 
alleviate his pain or diminish his 
I commitment to the cause of his 
people or the feeling of the grave 
injustice inflicted upon them. 

Born in Jerusalem in 1906 
(eleven years after the infamous 
Balfour Declaration), he perso- 
nally experienced, with the pas- 
sage of years, the escalation of 
that injustice and the machina- 
tion of world powers, particularly 
Britain and the USA, against the 
rights of his people in utter disre- 
gard of the much vaunted rule of 
law and the national and human 
rights of the Palestinian people. 

Henry Cattan was one of the 
first generation of Palestinians to 
become acquainted with the 
Western legal culture. He studied 
law at the Sorbonne in Paris 
where he gained his “Licence en 


Droit” and then at Kings College, 
London, where he attained his 
Master at Law and became a 
barrister of the Middle Temple. 
He established a flourishing legal 
practice in Jerusalem and was 
appointed outside legal counsel to 
the High Islamic Council which 
was in charge of Islamic matters 
under the British Mandate, and 
which, in later years, was to play 
a significant role in the Palesti- 
nian national struggle. From 1932 
to 1942 he was a lecturer at the 

newly established Jerusalem Law 
School and was a member of the 
Palestine Law Council until the 
events of 1948 uprooted him from 
Jerusalem and forced him to be- 
come a refugee. 

His direct involvement in the 
Palestine national struggle, his 
sharp mind and outstanding abil- 
ity as an advocate, made him the 
natural choice of the Palestinian 
leadership to present the case to 
the Anglo-American Committee 
of Enquiry which visited Jeru- 
salem in 1946. When the Pales- 


tine question was moved to the 
United Nations. HenTy Cattan, 
once again, presented the case of 
the Palestinian people before the 
second special session of the 
General Assembly in 1947, and 
before the two ordinary sessions 
of the assembly in 1947 and 1948. 
The Partition resolution came as 
a terrible shock to him. “The 
uprooting of the Palestinians 
from their homeland" he wrote, 
‘’can have no justification. Not 
only is it a breach of international 
law and the principles of the 
United Nations Charter, but it 
also constitutes an unparalleled 
violation of elementary principles 
of humanity and civilisation." 

Israeli occupation of West 
Jerusalem, where he lived, forced 
him to join the flood of thousands 
of Palestinian refugees. He first 
went to Damascus, then Beirut 
and finally settled in Paris where 
he died and was buried with 
dignity and honour, in exile from 
Jerusalem. 

While in exile, he applied his 


considerable talent and energy to 
voluminous writings about the 
Palestinian problem. His books: 
“Palestine the Arabs and Israel," 
The Question of Palestine,” 
“Palestine and International 
Law” and “Jerusalem" became 
classics on the subject during his 
lifetime. 

When I spoke to him last, just a 
few weeks before his death, after 
he had had two operations, his 
concern was not for his health, 
which was fast deteriorating. His 
concern was for the publication of 
an article he had just finished 
about the peace process. He truly 
lived and died*for his cause. 

A week before his death, he 
informed Eva. his anxious wife, 
that he would be with her for 
eternity. “We were married for 
64 years,” said his wife sadly, 
“and that was not enough." In- 
deed it was not. The crusade for 
his people is at a juncture which 
needed his wisdom, sense of jus- 
tice and determination. He will 
be greatly missed. 


Bonn rivals 
see power 

(Continued from page 1) 

return to wage talks or face a 
strike ballot. 

If the employers refuse new- 
talks, the union leadership will 
poll its 3.5 million members be- 
ginning Monday for permission to 
call a strike, Franz Steinkuehler 
told reporters at union headquar- 
ers. 

The final round of wage talks 
between the two sides broke 
down Monday. 

Mr. Steinkuehler called his 
offer. an “ultimatum" to the em- 
ployers group, known as Gesamt- 
metall. Each of the union’s chap- 
ters is “ready to strike," he said, 
and warning strikes would con- 
tinue. 

■ A strike ballot could begin as 
soon as May 20 and the- actual . 
strikes May 25, he said. 
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Jordan Medical Aid 
for Palestinians ( MAP ) 



Health 
V Recreation 

i CENTER 


The chairman and members of MAP's board of trustees wish to 
express their deepest gratitude and appreciation to 
His Royal Hi g hness Crown Prince Hassan, Her Royal 
E^froes Princess Sarvath, and His Royal Highness 

P riiira - Raad Ben Zritf. ... . W4W 

For patronizing MAFs activities and participating m MAPs 

MXp 1 aslo wishes to express thanks to all brothers and sisters 
among Jordanian citizens for their efforts to make MAPs activi- 
ties successful in extending assistance in establishing health cen- 
tres in Palestine , Jordan and Lebanon. 

MAP would also like to express thanks to all those who con in cur- 
ed to the inarch diplomatic missions, companies, schools, univer- 
sities and various organizations either directly or through organiz- 
ing the march , or providing financial assistance. 

MAP also thanks all individuals and outlets who contributed to 
the success of its national lonery campaign . 

MAP also thanks the directors of the Civil Defense and Public Se- 
curity Departments ( Traffic Control and Music Band) the munici- 
pality of greater Amman , Jubaiba Amusement City and the intor- 
mation Service including Radio Jordan and Jordan Television and 

the Press . Abdul Majeed S ho man 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
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Health Club 
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AMRA HOTEL 

TEL: 815071 




CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Tel: <664090 

Fax: 660852 
.OJtox 926487 Ammaiu 


* Many villas and apartments 
are available ten rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For father details, please 
- call 

Abdoan Real 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional^ Quality in 
1 Hour Servian 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

30% irntpor 

# From •** Emrpm- 

mmnt 20 x 30 om 


rdL 810605, 811 
Fax: 81 


Stunesani - Opp. < 
Bank. Phone: 6040- 
Swefieh tel: $23891 


looking 

FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 

* [DO P|GQ| 

Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED INi 

TRAVEL ■ TOURISM - 
PACKING ■ CARGO 





TeL 637588/824262 
FftX 988-6-620188 

IQnfl Huasoto Street . Amman 


your best choice 

IN JORDAN— 

* Kais D rye lean. 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

* Upholstry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
l 828163 J 
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Theftist&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
. in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

630-Mktoigbt 

Tm!.§389$$ 



[ p£KlNC' J^ESTflUaiANT 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate; near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
• Come and taste our 
' specialities' 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 


c*)dx*)c*) 

MANDARIN 1ESTAUKANT I 


Skffled (feacse Chefs 

Open 1&0-330 A | ttfrUJP riefrj 

Tuki> avqr I* mdUh 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel y 

|T«L aeiMt Annul ^ 

0 cite Tasted 

4 /Ihuatfs Un*d , 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD International Cuisine 

1 'Ui. Spanish Specialities 

„ , m Open Lunch & Dinner 


Open daily 
tiffl - JS^O & 1830-2330 

Tek 03-314415 


INTERNATIONAL 





For Reserwilion. Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 6IS0O0 - MSiml 


Nightly At Hotel's Bar 
Tel. 665121 
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Courier, Lendl and Chang 
advance in Italian Open 


ROME (AP) — Top seeds Jim 
Courier overcame a tough first 
round opponent in the $1.4 mil- 
lion Italian Open Tuesday, elimi- 
nating day court specialist Tho- 
mas Muster in straight sets. 

The American, ranked No. 1 in 
the world, defeated the Austrian 
lefthander 7-6 (7-1), 64. 

No. 9 seed Ivan Lendl also 
advanced, beating Jordi Arose of 
Spain 61, 6-4. 

The match was Courier's first 
outing on clay this season, as he 
warms up for a defence of his title 
in the French Open, a Grand 
Slam event also played on day. 
Muster, meanwhile, took the 
Monte Carlo title on day last 
month and won the Italian Open 
two years ago. 

But after trading breaks in the 
first set. Courier, wearing his 
trademark white baseball cap 
under a blistering midday sun, 
began gaining control. 

The American rolled through 
the tiebreak, broke early in the 
second set and eased to victory on 
his third match ball. 

Michael Chang, another for- 
mer French Open champion, is 
also getting ready for Paris. 

Locked in a struggle with a 
qualifier in the first round of the 
Italian Open, Chang was not 
about to be rushed. 


"It wasn't me blowing him 
away and it wasn't him blowing 
me away,” Chang explained “I 
played patient tennis. Clay is a 
very patient game, and the mind 
has to know that.” 

So when his Argentine oppo- 
nent, Gabriel Markus, began to 
rush his shots, he fell right into 
the American’s trap and Chang 
prevailed 63, 2-6, 63 Monday. 

After a third-round elimination 
on clay in Hamburg, Chang said 
he is slowly preparing himself for 
the French Open, the day court 
Grand Slam tournament he won 
in 1989. 

Chang has won three tourna- 
ments this year, all on hard sur- 
faces. 

He was late making the Euro- 
pean day court scene, choosing 
tournaments instead in Japan and 
Hong Kong, losing in both to 
Courier. 

He said Monday's match 
against Markus was a good one 
for him because of his late start. 

“It’s going to take longer to get 
used to this surface,” he said. 

Chang does not feel entirely at 
home in Rome for another 
reason. At 5-foot-8, he is not 
known as a power hitter, and 
even the notoriously slow Foto 
Italics courts have been speeded 
□p to help the power game. 



Jim Courier 

“Everything is getting fester in 
tennis, and this is a disadvantage 
for me,” he explained. 

Several seeds in the Italian 
Open won’t have a further chance 


to test out the courts. 

Among the first day’s victims 
were sixth-seeded Guy Forget of 
France and No. 7 Goran Iva- 
nisevic of Croatia. 


Reynolds pledges to fight IAAF suspension 


LONDON (AP) — Butch 
Reynolds says only lawyers can 
help him now. 

The world 400-metre record- 
holder says he’s tried every move 
to dear his name over drugs 
allegations, get a two-year sus- 
pension lifted and go to this 
summer’s Olympics. 

On Monday, an arbitration 
panel of track's world governing 
body, the International Araateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF), re- 
fused to wipe out the suspension 
imposed after he tested positive 
for steroids at a meet in Monte 
Carlo on Aug. 12, 1990. 

The date is significant. The two 
years takes him to Aug. 12 this 
year — three days after the Bar- 
celona Games end. Then he can 
compete again. 

“I am very upset. Injustice was 
definitely done,” said the 27- 
year-old American who holds the 


world record in the 400 metres at 
43.29 seconds. “The next step can 
only be legal action in the courts. 

“If I have to fight to my dying 
day to prove my innocence, I will 
do it. 

“They haven't heard the last of 
Butch Reynolds. If they think I'm 
going to quit now, they've got 
another think coming — and I 
have faith I will still be competing 
in the Barcelona Olympics." 

To do that, Reynolds will have 
to go to court because the arbitra- 
tion panel was the highest admi- 
nistrative hearing he could get. 

Reynolds, who has always de- 
nied taking drugs, had his lawyer, 
John Gall, at the IAAF hearing. 
He also had the backing of Peter 
Alkalay, special legal counsel to 
the Athletics Congress (TAC), 
which called for the ban to be 
lifted after deciding the drag test- 
ing procedures in Paris had se- 


rious inconsistencies. 

"We came here with what we 
thought was an excellent case to 
make, and we are surprised and 
extremely unhappy with the re- 
sult,” Gall said. “We will discuss 
it with Mr. Reynolds and TAC to 
decide where he goes from here. 
There are plenty of options.” 

"There was sufficient doubt 
cast on the reliability of the find- 
ings to support TACs decision,” 
Alkalay said. “If Reynolds is now 
to take his case to law, he must 
act quickly.” 

After the two-day hearing, 
Lauri Tarasti, the Finnish presi- 
dent of the three-man panel, said 
it was satisfied the urine samples 
came from Reynolds, that they 
contained the banned steroid 
nandrolone, and that they had 
not been tampered with. 

“He will not be able to com- 
pete in the Olympics or in any 


other meeting until the suspen- 
sion is completed,” Tarasti said. 

IAAF Vice President Prof. 
Arne Ljungqvist, who also heads 
its Medical Committee, said he 
was confident the testing proce- 
dures were reliable. 

“We do feel we have a doping 
case with one of our top world 
athletes. Unfortunately, it is a 
feet,” he said. 

Reynolds estimates he has lost 
more than 1 million in spon- 
sorship and contracts while his 
legal bills continue to accumu- 
late. 

“I can look every athlete in the 
eye — I can look my mother in 
the eye — and say I have never 
taken steroids,” he said. “But 
after what's happened to me, I 
want to warn every athlete about 
the unfairness of the system. It is 
badly flawed.” 


AL DUSTOUR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
ROUNDUP 

By Ateen Bannayaa 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With over 2,000 fens watching Iraqi first division 
titleholdera A1 Karkh Tuesday beat Jordan’s A1 Orthodoxi, 
110-86 in the seventh match of A1 Dustour Basketball Cham- 
pionship. 

A1 Karkh won the first half 53-50 and scoring was dose until 
midway into the second half when A1 Karkh led 78-71- From then 
on, however, Ai Karkh expanded the gap to 98-75 and 108-80 
with a superb game which was highlighted by a reverse slam dun 
by Tbamer Mustafa. 

Al Orthodoxi 's Jihad SaHba scored 7 points for his team in tbe 
final 2 minutes to end the match 110-86 for Al Karkh. 

Commenting on the match in a statement to the Jordan Times, 
Al Oitbodoxi’s coach Mohammad Al Najjar said: “I think ft was a 
good man*. We had a short time to prepare for these ma t ches 
and we are missing die efforts of some players.” 

• This was a surprise answer as dub officials had told tbe 
organisers and tbe press that tbe team was training in full force 
and hoped to achieve good results in the championship. 

So far Al Karkh and Al Shurta have had the most impressive 
results. Al Karkh beat the Sudanese team 101-64. Al Shurta also 
won both their against Al Markazi 92-82 and Al Riyadi 

97-81. 

Jordan’s Al Ahli also won two matches — against the Sudanese 
team 67-50 and a difficult 80-76 win over Al Markazi. 

Al Orthodoxi beat Al Riyadi 84-77. 

On Wednesday Al Karkh plays Al Shurta at 4:30, Al Orthodoxi 
plays the Sudanese team at 6:30 followed at 8:30 by Al 
Markazi-Al Riyadi match. AD matches will be played at the 
Sports Palace Court at Al Hussein Youth City. 

STANDING UP TO MAY 11 

i 

played W L SF SA Pts. 


Al Ahfi 

2 

2 

— 

147 

126 

' 4 

Al Sbnrta 

2 

2 

— 

189 

163 

4 

AI Karkh 

1 

1 

— 

101 

64 

2 

Al Orthodoxi 

1 

1 

— 

84 

77 

2 

Al Markazi 

2 

— 

2 

158 

172 

2 

Al Riyadi 

2 

— 

2 

158 

181 

2 

Al Khartomw 

2 

— 

2 

114 

168 
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Aj ax poised Mr rare 
European soccer treble 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Ajax 
1 Amsterdam bid to join Italian 
giant Juventus Wednesday as the 
only club to win ail three Euro- 
pean soccer competitions. 

The Dutch go into the second 
leg of the UEFA Cup final level 
2-2 with Torino but with home 
advantage. 

The Italians, unsettled by 
Ajax's first leg attacking flair, 
could drop Spanish midfielder 
Rafael Martin Vazquez. 

Torino have a fine defensive 
domestic record but may seek 
even more insurance with Rober- 
to Mussi earmarked to watch 
dangerman Dennis Bergkamp. 

Torino coach Emilio Mondoni- 
co is believed to feel he can afford 
only one playmaking midfielder, 
Belgain Enzo Scifb. 

But Martin, whose future re- 
mains uncertain, may come on as 
a second half substitute. He said: 
*T want to play, but I don’t know 
anything, it is the coach who 
decides.” 

“The doubts about my future 


expressed this week didn’t please 
me... but I want to stay another 
year with Torino.” 

Ajax won the European Cup 
three times in succession in tbe 
1970s and raptured the Cup Win- 
ners’ Cup in 1987. 

Trainer Louis Van Gaal said: 
“Expectations... are running very 
high, but I am under the impress- 
ion that the public underesti- 
mates Torino.” 

But he added: “We respect 
Tornio's quality, but we’re not 
scared. Our quality is superior.” 
Van Gaal plans to field an 
unchanged team. Nine of his 
young side have been called up 
for the preliminary Dutch squad 
for the European Cham- 
pionships. 

There is no longer any doubt 
over midfielder Aron Winter or 
winger Bryan Roy, two of the 
stars from the first leg. - 
Bergkamp should be fit even-' 
though he missed weekend train- 
ing after the recurrence of a knee 
injury. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 

S199I TnOm Malta t w»cat Inc 

DEVELOP YOUR LONG SUIT CAREFULLY 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
«J2 
7 K 7 5 3 
v 7 6 2 
+ K 8 4 3 

WEST EAST 

« E 10 8 4 3 * Q 9 6 
? J 9 6 7Q10 82 

j 10 9 :■ q 4 

+ Q 10 * J 9 6 2 

SOUTH 
* A 7 5 
TA4 

A E 8 6 3 
4 A 7 5 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 v Pass 1 <7 Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Four of 4 
One of the advantages of dupli- 
cate bridge is that a hand gets 
played many times and you can re- 
view the results to find out how it 
was tackled at the various tables. 
Three no trump was the popular 
contract when this hand was dealt 
in a pair event, but it was not always 
made. Let’s see why. 

South showed a .balanced hand of 
19-20 points with the jump rebid of 
two no trump. North had just 
enough to raise to game. 

West led a low spade, and we sa- 
lute those declarers who made the 
correct play of the jack from dum- 


my-after all. West could have been 
underleading the king-queen. All de- 
clarers held up the ace of spades 
until the third round — technically 
correct— and then had to develop 
four tricks in diamonds to bring 
home the contract. A 3-2 diamond 
break was necessary. 

The optimists banged out ace, 
king and another diamond. Those 
declarers went down in quick time. 
Others cashed tbe diamond ace, 
then crossed to the king of hearts to 
lead another diamond. When East 

produced the queen, declarer al- 
lowed that defender to hold the trick 
and all was welL But that line of play 
failed at some tables where East was 
alert enough to jettison tbe queen of 
diamonds under the ace. Now West 
had to get in with a diamond to cash 
spades. 

Those declarers with impeccable 
technique demonstrated that the 
contract should always be made. Af- 
ter winning the ace of spades, they 
crossed to the table with the king of 
hearts to lead a diamond. Had East 
gone up with the queen, the defend- 
er would have been allowed to hold 
the trick and the contract would 
have been secure. When East fol- 
lowed low, declarer won the king of 
diamonds, returned to dummy with 
the king of clubs and led another 
diamond. When East produced the 
lady, declarer ducked and nine 
tricks rolled home. 


Lebow to ran New York Marathon 


I- 


NEW YORK (R) — New York 
Gty Marathon Director Fred 
Lebow Monday vowed to embark 
on his biggest challenge since 
being diagnosed with brain can- 
cer two years ago — to ran in his 
own race. 

"I want to do this. It consumes 
me more than anything else I’ve 
done in my life,” Lebow said 
abont running in the Nov. 1 race. 

Lebow spoke at a news confer- 
ence as Memorial-Sloan Ketter- 
ing Cancer Centre, where he still 
receives medical treatment. He 
presented the hospital with 
checks totalling $652,173 raised 
by runners in last year's race. 

Though Lebow raced in 68 
marathons before his illness, he 
had never run in the five-borough 
New York Gty course which he 
has nurtured the last 16 years into 
a worldwide road running extra- 


vaganza. 

“They (people) say it is one of 
the best marathons in the world. I 
want to find out if it is true,” said 
Lebow, who set a target of $1 
million to be raised for the hospit- 
al this year. 

Lebow is eager to experience 
certain parts of the course. 

“The people tell me the start is 
magnificent. I want to be in it. 
And I want to come off the 
Queensboro Bridge and be 
greeted by tens of thousands of 
people,” he said. 

While the illness has slowed 
Lebow, soon to be 60 years old, it 
has never stopped him. 

During a lengthy hospital stay 
for one of the four operations he 
has had, he mapped out an 11-lap 
course for daily walks. He now 
runs to eight kilometres daily. 


Derby winner Lil E. Tee 
arrives for Preakness 


BALTIMORE (AP) — Lil E. 
Tee, the Kentucky Derby winner, 
arrived Monday for the Preak- 
ness at Pimlico with much less 
fanfare than what greeted derby 
favourite Arazi at Churchill 
Downs. 

. A.P. Indy, the second choice 
prior to scratching from the der- 
by, won’t be arriving at Pimlico at 
all. 

Hie. media turnout to greet- Jilt. 
■E. Tee> and -two .other derby 
horses on their arrival from Quit-. . 
chill Downs, however, was big mb: 
the eyes of trainer Lynn Whiting. 

“TTiis horse went into the der- 
by without a lot of respect," 


Whiting said. “I just saw a couple 
of you guys.” 

Now pre-derby darling Arazi, 
who finished eighth, is back in 
France, while Lil E. Tee is bed- 
ded down at the Pimlico Stakes 
bam in Stall 40, which tradi- 
tionally bouses the derby winner. 
Trainers, however, sometimes 
choose a different stall. 

Joining Lil E. Tee on the flight 
from Louisville were Casual -Lies, 
who finished second in tbe derby, 
and Dabde Floor, wfiowastirird. 

This trio will be joined by 11 
other 3-year-olds Saturday in the 
1 3-16th mile Preakness. 


Briton keeps narrow lead 
in Du Pont cycle race 


HAGERSTOWN, Maryland (R) 
— Australian Phil Anderson 
burst from a large pack to sprint 
10 metres to victory in winning the 
fifth stage of the Tour Du Pont 
cycle race. 

But the top three overall lead- 
ers, including overall leader Dave 
Mann of Britain, retained their 
positions for tbe fourth consecu- 
tive stage. 

While Mann held onto his pre- 
cirious .74-second lead over 
teammate Stephen Swart of New 
Zealand, the 32-year-old Ander- 


son claimed the 215.8 kilometre 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, to 
Hagerstown, Maryland, road 
race fifth stage with a time of five 
hours, 52 minutes and 30 
seconds. 

“I've been feeling better and 
better every day,” said Ander- 
son, tbe 10th stage winner last 
year in the Tour De France. I lost 
time after a puncture in the pro- 
logue, but today’s win boosted 
my morale. There’s a lot of racing 
left.” 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 
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DEFENDERS IN THIS 
LEAGUE AREA RACE 
“ ARART -“AND THAT , 
BLOKE IS EVQsl ABORT 
FRCWTKE RACE: 


Mutt*n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MAY 13, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astntfoger, GarroB Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Two. 
Moon squares and two trines make 
this mid-week day some what of a 
stand-off astrologicaUy making it 
impossible for you to get down to 
fundamentals. Keep seeking con- 
clusions. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is a day to keep your attention 

riveted on the little details of prac- 
tical matters so you will get them in 
back of you and have time for 
more important things. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever of a personal nature 
requires your undivided attention 
can now profit by concentrating 
upon it soyoor personal conditions 
ran more smoothly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
good day to contact whatever 
friends are available and find out 
jut what yoa can do us make their 
existence more harmonious and 
useful to them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider your various 
intimate aims arid the down to 
earth effort required to actually 
make them a part of your every 
day life and pot plans in motion. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
to pitch into whatever vocational 
outside interests that require your 
attention and do them in such a 
manner you have a feeling of satis- 
faction. . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22} A day to look into all the best 


means for reducing your advanced 
goals so they are an actual and 
successful pan of what you do day 
in and day out. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Consider well the many 
accounts or debts owed to or by 
you and make some specific 
arrangements now by which you 
quickly get them in back of you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) There are some points of 
difference to be gone into with an 
associate of vciy definite views so 
approach him/her with tact to 
reach an agreement'. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A day to use stidt- 
toativeness if you are going to be 
able to get your activities m right 
shape and get them done right on 
time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A very good day to 
consider how you can better enjoy 
yourself at chosen entertainments 
by perfecting them to meet exact 
requirements. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Its time to have conversa- 
tion with members of your house- 
hold about money matters but un- 
less you use tact in so doing,, there 
can be adverse results. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
3)) Get into those communications 
you have put off and that are apt to 
be a pain in tbe neck and then they 
are behind you. require no further 
worry. 




THE BET TER HALF, 




By Harris 


HAPRfG 

q-ZO 



‘I must have low self-esteem. On trash 
day I put myself out on the curt}.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
»g by Henri AmoJd.and Bab Las 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. • 


ZALBE 



mm 




SEGUS 


__U 



THROOC 


nzoz 

j 



THE H OKSE-PK4WN 
| CARRIAGE FISAPPE4KE17 
WITH THE ARRIVAL ’ 
OF THIS. 


GICART 

V S : -- 

tit; 

| 

Now arrange the circled letters to ! " — .. 

form the surprise answer, as sug- — 

gested by the above cartoon. - 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PAUSE TABOO SQUALL FROTHY 

Answer How to talc In order to be absolutely sure of 
having a sympathetic audience — 

TO YOURSELF 


tONQOi 


THE Daily Crossword by Fran Ragu 


V 


ACROSS 
1 Bade" 

S "Beau — " 

10 He loves: Lat. 

14 Gambling mecca 

15 Metal mix 

IB De — (elegant) 

17 Frosted 

18 Evaluate 

19 Man or Capri 

20 Widow's portion 
22 Lock of hair 

24 Barbie's friend 

25 "Just MoBy and 
me. and 

baby — 

28 Presidential 
monogram 

31 Cover 

32 Raised 
35 Supported 

37 Collection 

38 TV part 

39 Fat 

40 Tap house 

41 Grievance 

42 Offerings at 40A 

43 Pug for one 

44 Disfigured 

46 Kind of 
housekeeper 

47 Storage place 

48 Grads-to-be 

49 "My —".(song 
title ot 25A) 

62 Gas station 

abor. 

54 Rose feature 

55 Requiring little 
effort 

59 Center One 
61 — acid 

63 Circus actor 

64 Confined 

65 MaBhes in a way 

66 Duck 

67 Whirlpool' 

68 Cherished ones 

69 Scream 

DOWN 

1 Waterless 

2 Art — 

3 Ones more 

4 Data converter . 

5 Joke 

6 WaBting on air 



Mv* Sanrtcw. toe. 
AflmtfttRaMIVM 


7 Speaks 

Indistinctly 

8 As one 

9 Vision range 

10 Cassius day 

11 "The Three—" 

12 Wheel hoMer 

13 Youthful ending 
21 Make a 

■ comeback 
23 — Lanka 

26 Josh 

27 Chemical 
compound . 

28 Island dances 

29 CWp of stone 

30 Mice" 

33 Eel 

34 Exploits 

36 A Fort 

37 Droop 

40 Geniality 

41 Discussion 


Yesterdays Pgafe Soto* 


grann nrariR nnnnn 
nm nnnn nrnnon 
nnnnnnnnn nnniin 
□□nannnn nnnnno 
„ nran ranmn 
gnQnn ninrcn nnnn 
onnrnun nnn raoc?n 
ngnn raranmn nnnn 
Bonn □□□ nnrmno 
rarano ennn onnnn 
noun nnin 

ornnooRPin 
ranpiniic.nnn 
grannn nnmn nnnn 
nnooa nnnn nnnn 




46 Place 

47 Flag 


43 Resisting to the 51 Varygood* 


last 

441004 


52 Open wide 

53 Cut down 


56 Merriment 

57 Cure 

58 Lanky 

eo r 


foratumar 
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Financial 

Markets 


V*!\« 

Jordan Times 

■-* -v/ 


in CD-operalivu «vi(lt 
’Cairo Amman IX auk 

UJ. Dollar In International Maaliots 


Currency 

feu York 
dOte 

,M * 11/5/199Z 

Tdgo ; 

.Close 

*** \Ubi\m 


Sterling l'unml** 

1.7W7 

1.0006 


Dr u for lie Mark 

i.6384 

1.6310 . 


Subs Frnuc 

1.5255 

1.5168 


French Franc 

- 5.5065 

5.473*" 


Japanese Yen 

132.50 

132-60 


Fjifu|tenn Curtruj Unit 

1.2545. 

1.26GB " 


*. IMI Ter Sli: 

** Oprah* u H-N K.n. UMr 



Eurocurrency Interest Rates 

Data: 

12/5/1952 


Currency 

1 Mill 

3 am is 

6 MTI1S 

12 MTIIS 

U~S. Dollar 

' 3.75 

331 

3.93 

4.43 

Sterling t'nunil 

10.12 

10.00 

10.00 

. 9.81 

DrnLwIic Mark 

9.68 

9.68 

9.68 

9.56 

S»i« Franc 

9.00 

8.81 

8.62 

8.38 

French Franc 

9.75 

9.75 

9.75 

9.75 

Japanese Yen 

ixfR 

4.65 

4.50 

4.59 

'Eiirniiran Currency Unit 

10.06 

10.06 

10.06 

10.00 


Fredons Metals 


Date: 


12/5/1992 


:d 


Mrlal 

. 1 LSI WO/. 1 

JD/Cm" 

Mctnl 

(ISIWO* 

JD/Gra 

Cuhi 

335.65 

6.60 

Silver 

4.00 

" .OM 


il Karat* 


Currency 

Hid • 

Otter 

U-S. Dollar 

CL 6830 

- *-0.6850 

Starling Pmi ut! 

1.2265 

1.2326 

Drtifrclir Mark 

0.4177 

0.4198 

SwKs Franc 

0.4494 

0.4516 

French Front 

0.1263 ’ • 

0.1269 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5146 

0.5172 

Du’ich Guilder 

0.3711 

0.3730 

Sncdrth Krona 

0.1160 

0.1166 

Italian Lira* 

0.0555 

0.0558 

.Belgian r.-anc - 

D.02019 

0.02029 


# .Err Ml 
Other Currencies 


Date: 


12/5/1992 


Currency 

llid 

Otter 

Bahraini HDiirar 

' 1.7820 

1.7910 

f.tfcartKC lira 4 

0.DU0 

0.0500 

Saudi RiyaS 

0.1818 

0.1825 

Kuwaiti Dinar 



Stal.-,-.-. 

■* — >0.1850 — - 

• .--i • -01:1860 

HKtfifnm PtfuW ' ’ 

■pWt^ D.-flfiO’- 


Omani Riyal 

1.7480 

0.17570 

(ME 1 Hr ham 

0.1660 

0.1860 

Creek Drachma”* 

0.3515 

0.3715 

Cl print Found 

1.4680 

1.4880 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market' 


Index 

' . 10/5/1992 LW 

11/5/1 992 Close 

All-Share * 

142. 46 

143. 33 

Ranking Sector 

•KB. 86 

105. 67 

Insurance Sector 

146. 16 

146. 86 

lodnslry Sector . 

193. 78 

196. 50 

Services Sector 

181. 72 

181. 36 ' 


Ptredwr Jl. lie - W 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

oa-the. London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.8020/30 

U.S. dollare 

One U.S! dollar 1.2043/48 

Canadian dollar 

. 1.6300/10 

Deutscbemarks 

• > 1. 8350/60 

Dutch guilders 

1.5 11 5/25 

Swiss francs 

X . . 33.52/56 

Belgian francs 

5.4675/4725 

French francs 

1226/1227 

Italian lire' 

132.34/45 

Japanese yen 

5.8670/8720 

’Swedish crowns 

6.3590/3640 

Norwegian crowns 

- .6.2990/3040 . 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold - 335.00 

U.S. dollars 


Iraqis complete work 
on second oil pipeline 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — En- 
gineers have completed work on 
the second of two undersea pipe- 
lines linking Iraq's southern town 
of Fao. with the Gulf oil terminal 
of Mina AI Bakr, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported Tuesday. 

The agency, monitored in Cyp- 
rus, quoted Asri Salih, director of 
the government-run Southern Oil 
Company, as saying this meant 
the third jetty at Mina Al Bakr is 
now ready for export. 

But it cannot be used for ship- 
ping oil unless Iraq comes to an 
agreement with the United Na- 
tions to resume petroleum sales. 

Mr. Salih, who spoke to the 
Baghdad daily newspaper Bain! 
in comments picked up by the 
news agency, said the export 
capacity at Mina Al Bakr was 
now 750,000 barrels a day and the 
production capacity of the South- 
ern Oil Co., 1.5 million barrels a 
day. 

Last month, the authoritative 
Middle East Economic Survey 
(MEES) reported Iraq was cap- 
able of pumping IS million bar- 
rels a day from southern oilfields 
and 800,000 barrels a day from 
northern facilities. 

But actual production remains 
limited to an estimated 400,000 to 

450.000 barrels a day, with 

350.000 barrels alloted for 
domestic use and the rest tracked 
to Jordan for use in the Kingdom, 
the weekly newsletter said. 

In the same article, MEES had 
said that tests were successfully 
conducted on the two 45-km 
undersea pipelines from Fao to 
the Mina Al Bakr export terminal 


m late March. INA’s dispatch did 
not make it dear what kind of 
work has been carried out since 
then. 

Iraq and the United Nations 
last month failed to reach agree- 
ment on a deal that would allow 
the Baghdad government to sell 
$1,6 billion worth of oil to finance 
food and medicine purchases and 
buy some spare parts related to 
the oil industry. 

The United Nations requires 
that 30 per cent of the revenue be 
paid out in war reparations that 
Baghdad was ordered to pay after 
its defeat in the Gulf war. 

Iraq objects to that provision, 
and has complained that the 
proposal is a violation of its 
sovereignly. 

Iraq has rebuilt its Gulf ports 
and was now ready to receive 
ships, the OPEC news agency 
OPECNA said Monday. 

Installations at the ports of 
Umm Qasr and Khor AJ Zubair 
and Al Bakr, all at the northern 
tip of the Gulf, had been restored 
to pre-Gulf war capacity, be said. 

The ports could resume opera- 
tions as soon as the United Na- 
tions lifted the trade embargo 
imposed in August 1990 after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait, he added. 

The agency quoted the director 
general of the Iraqi State Ports 
Establishment, Abdul Razzak 
Abdul Wahab. 

Earlier this year Iraq said it had 
repaired 21 docks at Umm Qasr 
and Khor Al Zubair. The docks 
were damaged or destroyed dur- 
ing the Gulf war. 


Investigations confirm 
$267m embezzlement by E. 
German communists 


BERLIN (R) — Communist offi- 
cials embezzled 443 million marks 
($267 million) from former East 
Germany’s hard-currency pro- 
curement agency as it was bung 
dissolved after the 1989 popular 
revolution, officials have said. 

The Berlin Justice Department 
confirmed a newspaper report on 
fraud within the Commercial 
Coordination (Koko) Agency led 
by Alexander Schalck- 
Golodkowski, a former security 


money could no longer be traced. 

It quoted a prosecutors' 
memorandum as saying the in- 
teitwmhfrig of Koko and Stasi 
security police activities made it 
virtually impossible now to come 
up with evidence sufficient to 
charge individuals with embcsle- 
ment. 

The justice spokeswoman said 
investigators had managed to re- 
cover most of Koko’s estimated 
6.9 billion marks ($4.2 billion) 


police colonel and top. official in -.assets spread through mare than 
t h e .. E as t • Gemalvtodeiihip. '^150 front companies' despite the 
'.Jfe.Schaldc fledafeWest Ger-~ 1L j51etbora of transfers. 
jrraany in43ecember 1969 to avoid 11 * 1 ! *A' special German parliamen- 
airest for fraud after East Ger- tary commission has been ex- 


many’s pro-democracy uprising 
and his agency was broken up 
before German unification in 
October 1990. He has been under 
investigation since. 

The Berlin newspaper BZ said 
investigators had come across 
more than 100,000 transfers from 
Koko acconnts after Mr. 
Schalck's flight and some of the 


amining the affairs of Mr. Schalck 
and Koko for a year but officials' 
hopes of p inning fraud charges on 
him are fading. 

Mr. Schalck, who has denied 
wrongdoing, was extensively de- 
briefed by West Germany’s fore- 
ign intelligence service after his 
1989 flight and now lives in Bava- 
rian lakeside villa. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


HONG KONG — Stocks ended at a new high for the fifth time this 
month. The Hang Seng finished 73.59 points higher at 5,705.93, 
the first time it has ended above the pyschological 5,700 level. 

SINGAPORE — Shares closed mixed after bargain-hunting in 
which institutional investors remained on the sidelines. The 
Straits Times Industrial Index dosed 0.52 point down at 1,458.57. 

BOMBAY — Prices cradled for a second successive day over a 
new securities scandal. The Bombay Stock Exchange Index Cell 
333.68 points or 9.76 pet to dose at 3,086.37. 

FRANKFURT — Shares weakened a fraction in thin market, with 
investors holding back until the uncertainty over a threatened 
engineering sector strike cleared. The 30-Share Dax index ended 
1.87 points down at 1,751.16. 

ZORICH — Swiss shares dosed lower with prices falling back 
after recent strong gains and on rising interest rates. Tbe 
All-Share SPI Index fell 53 points to dose at 1,211.5. 

LONDON — The FTSE dosed with modest losses after sporadic 
bouts of profit-taking. The index dosed down 15.4 points at 
2722.4. 

PARIS — Profit-takers sliced away at recent gains and big blue 
chips like Alcatel AJsthom and Michelin bore the brunt of selling. 
The CAC-40 index lost 13.86 points to close at 2,063.63. 
NEW YORK — U.S. stocks lost their struggle to hold a firm tone 
at midday after consolidating gains posted on Monday. The Dow 
was off about three points at 3396. 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


O me I la Mott I & 
Sylvester Stallone 
in 

.OSCAR 


/ Shows: 3:30, 6:1 £ 8:30. 5030 p.m. 


OSCM % 



Cinema ■ ■ Tel 

PHILADELPHIA 


^634144^V ^ 


Eddie Murphy 
in 


HARLEM NIGHTS 


TeFHSSHS 


Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 




Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


Starting Thursday, you will be meeting 
with " 

Nabfl and ffiriwa 

in their, play 


: 

- ■ v j 



Performances: &30 p.m. dally 
Additional performances will be staged 
on Wednesday, starting 4:30 p.m. 


CROCODILE DUNDEE “2” 


* Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 830, 10:30 p.m. 




Foreign investments 
in Jordan exceed 
JD 25m in 2 months 


By Sahm Al Shawwa 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Over one third of 
the investments in new projects in 
Jordan during tbe past two 
months is foreign capital, accord- 
ing to statistics made available to 
the Jordan Times by the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade. 

The total number of registered 
industrial projects in March and 
April has climbed to 196 with a 
total-Jordanian and foreign capit- 
al of JD 59.51 million of which 
the foreign share was JD 26.15 
million, official sources told the 
Jordan Times. 

Figures reveal that invest- 
ments have almost trebled during 
the 2-month period posting a 376 
per cent increase over the JD 12.5 
million recorded in January and 
February. 

The newly 196 industrial pro- 
jects would create about 2703 
jobs helping to ease the problem 
of unemployment which is sev- 
erely affecting the Jordanian eco- 


nomy. 

The majority of the projects 
were mainly foodstuff industries 
as 48 such projects were autho- 
rised for a JD 13.27 million capit- 
al. 

The engineering industries sec- 
tor was the second on the list as 
42 projects were registered for a 
capital JD 37.42 million. 

Clothing industries were in 
third place accounting for 22 pro- 
jects having JD 1.2 million in 
capital. 

The official sources attributed 
the increase in investment to the 
announcement by the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade about the 
potential and availability of 300 
investment projects drawn by a 
team of economic experts. 

The officials also pointed to the 
high cash liquidity in tbe market 
and the sincere efforts of the 
government to provide a free 
investment climate that would 
attract more local and foreign 
investments. 


Anglican head 
slams Britain’s 
‘greedy’ bosses 


LONDON (R) — Tbe head of 
the Anglican Church has criti- 
cised Britain's business leaders 
for taking huge pay rises during 
recession. , 

The remarks made from his 
pulpit by Archbishop of Canter- 
bury George Carey echoed wide- 
spread popular resentment at 
much-publicised big pay awards 
for the country’s top executives. 

He told a congreation of lead- 
ing businessmen at a service at 
Derby, in central England, that 
the purpose of economic enter- 
prise was not to “make money for 
its own sake” but to serve the 
community. 

“Within our own society, our 
collective commitment to indust- 
rial enterprise will remain under- 
powered if the fruits of success 
appear to be concentrated too 
heavily iir the pockets of share- 
holders and senior executives,” 
Archbishop Carey said. 

“For example, massive indi- 
vidual pay rises during a recession 
do not encourage public support 


for wealth creation,” he told an 
audience which included the head 
of Confederation of British In- 
dustry, Sir John Ban ham. 

The director general of Bri- 
tain's Institute of Directors, Peter 
Morgan, later said Archbishop 
Carey's remarks “appear to de- 
monstrate a fundamental mis- 
understanding of the dynamism 
of the market economy.” 

Britain is emerging only slowly 
from its longest business reces- 
sion from the 1930s. 

Archbishop Carey's remarks 
coincided with the publication in 
the Sunday Times of a table of 
Britain’s wealthiest 300 people. 

Its estimates of their assets 
ranged from £6.5 billion sterling 
($11.6 billion) for Queen Eli- 
zabeth to £23 million (S41 mil- 
lion) for the “poorest” on the list. 

-The Tiroes of London said the 
list and Archbishop Carey's 
attack illustrated Britain's 
ambivalence towards money — 
“a mixture of fascination and 
distaste.” 


New finance minister in 
S. Africa inherits 
troubled economy 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa's new finance minis- 
ter Derek Keys has taken charge 
of an economy sapped by sanc- 
tions, severe drought and the 
country’s longest recession since 
World War II. 

“The devastating drought 
could not have come at a worst 
time for the country,” said Mike 
Daly, chief economist for prom- 
inent assurer Southern Life Asso- 
ciation Ltd. 

Crop losses, a need to import 
food and the impact of form 
losses on jobs and business have 
dealt a heavy blow to hopes for 
recovery this year of an economy 
hit also by weak prices for tbe 
country’s main export, gold. 

The government predicted ear- 
lier this year tbe economy could 
grow by two per cent in 1992 after 
shrinking by 0.5 per cent in each 
of tbe past two years. 

But Nick Barnardt, chief eco- 
nomist at tbe country’s biggest 
banking group. Amalgamated 
Banks of South Africa, says tbe 
economy faces contraction for the 
third year in a row. 

Mr. Keys, a former mining 
executive, was appointed finance 
minis ter earlier this month, . in 


addition to his post as trade and 
industry minister which be 
assumed last January. That 
appointment was seen as a move 
by President F.W. de Klerk to 
bring order to inconsistent econo- 
mic policy. 

Mike Levett, chairman of lead- 
ing investment institution Old 
Mutual, warned that tbe econo- 
mic platform for transition to a 
n on-racial democracy was “a very 
shaky one.” 

Per capita incomes had been 
felling for a decade, investment 
had sagged, joblessness had 
grown rapidly, and incomes be- 
tween whites and the five-to-one 
black majority were skewed. 

“Even assuming the most opti- 
mistic conditions under the pre- 
sent set of economic policies, it 
will not be able to meet minimum 
black expectations, while there 
will be continued decline in the 
real income of whites” Mr. 
Levett said. 

It was optimistic, he said, to 
expect the economy to grow on 
average by more than three per 
cent annually over the next four 
years. Even at that level, living 
standards would stagnate. 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Fully furnished apartment in Shmeisani, behind the Arab 
Bank. Consisting of two bedrooms and a joint living & 
dining room, with telephone and central heating. 

If interested please call: 666987 
between 9:30-1:30 & 3:30-7:00 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Tbe American embassy, Amman, Jordan, is solicitatmg for 
requests for proposals (offers) for the operation and 
management of janitorial services. The contractor shall 
furnish managerial, administrative and direct labour per- 
sonnel to accomplish all work as required in the solicita- 
tion. 

Interested local companies are kindly requested 
to call telephone 644723 on Thursday May 14, 1992 
for obtaining copies of tender document 
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Senior Israeli 
banker predicts 

a grim 1992 


TEL AVIV (R) — A lop Israeli 
central bank official warned 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
government Monday that failure 
to attract investment and create 
jobs was jeopardising immigra- 
tion and leading to stagnation. 

“It is clear that the number of 
immigrants fell because of diffi- 
culties in employment,” said Avi 
Ben-Bassat, Bank of Israel’s 
senior director charged with re- 
search. 

“We're between stagnation 
and slow growth. In the last five 
months there has hardly been a 
rise in economic activity.” he told 
Reuters in an interview. 

■ Unemployment is already at a 
20-year high at 1 1 per cent', with 
the rate among well-educated 
newcomers from the former 
Soviet Union topping 35 percent. 

About 400,0000 Jews from the 
former Soviet Union settled in 
Israel between late 1989 and the 
end of 1991. 

Israel’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) rose 5.3 per cent in 1990 
and 5.1 per cent last year as the 
arrivals boosted domestic de- 
mand and prompted the govern- 
ment to build thousands of 
homes. 

But 1992 has seen a sharp fell 
m immigration which has de- 
pressed domestic demand and led 
to an economic slowdown. 

Ahead of a June 23 national 
election, opposition Labour Party 
led by Yitzhak Rabin has seized 
on rising unemployment in a 


weakening economy as a reason 
to oust the ruling Likud Party. 

Inflation was 18.5 per cent in 

1991 and is forecast at about 14 
per cent this year. Rea! wages fell 
3.8 per cent in the business sec- 
tor. 

Mr. Rabin has blamed the eco- 
nomic woes on Mr. Shamir's 
building boom in the occupied 
territories which led the United 
States to rum down a request for 
$10 billion in loan guarantees for 
immigration earlier this year. 

GDP figures for tbe months of 

1992 are not available, but Mr. 
Ben-Bassat said industrial out- 
put, machinery imports, exports 
and retail trade had fallen signifi- 
cantly in the first quarter. 

The economic slowdown has 
prevented employment from ex- 
panding fast enough to absorb 
immigrants now joining the work- 
force after six-month to year-long 
Hebrew language classes. 

Therefore the government 
urgently needed to shift from 
investing in immigrant housing to 
investing in infrastructure such as 
roads and cutting labour costs to 
motivate business. 

“Taking into account the 
priorities of the Israeli economy 
and the need to create jobs in the 
business sector, it was a mistake 
to build so much housing,” he 
said, adding: 

“If you ask any immigrant what 
is more important, housing or a 
job. you will hear a job is much 
more important." 


Despite recession, 
pay of corporate 
executives in U.S. 


jumped last year 


NEW YORK (R) — The pay of 
corporate America's chief execu- 
tive officers (CEOs) hit new 
highs in 1991 despite fhc'rbces- 
sion, slimmer profits and massive 
layoffs, Forbes magazine said 
Sunday. 

Forbes said 407 of the chief 
executives at the country's 800 
largest publicly held companies 
earned $1 million or more in total 
compensation last year, up from 
386 in 1990. 

Total compensation includes 
salary and bonus, non-cash stock 
gains, mainly from exercising op- 
tions, and other benefits. 

The top earner last year was 
H J. Heinz Co’s Anthony O'Reil- 
ly, who took home $75 million, of 
which more than $71 million 
came from stock awards. 

The lowest-paid CEO? — 
Raymond Noorda. the founder 
and head of Novell, Inc, the 
Provo, Utah, maker of computer 
networking systems. He took 
home a mere $40,000. 

But don’t feel too sorry for 
him. Forbes says his 10.8 per cent 
shareholding is worth about $882 
million. 

The second-highest-paid chief 
executive was Martin Wygod of 
Medco Containment Services, 
Inc. He earned $34.6 million, 
followed by Leon Hirsch of Un- 
ited States Surgical Corp, with 
$23.3 million. 

The median total compensa- 
tion for the 100 highest-earning 


executives on the magazine’s 
“Forbes 800" list was $4.5 mil- 
lion, meaning half the CEOs 
earned "more than that, and halt 
earned less. 

Forbes said the princes of pay- 
last year were the chief executives 
of the entertainment and in- 
formation industry. 

The median total compensa- 
tion of the 25 CEOs in the 
industry rose to $1.7 million last 
year from $1.55 million in 1990. 

Topping the industry's biggest- 
earners list were Michael Eisner 
of Waft Disney Co., with $5.4 
million; Martin Davis of Para- 
mount Communications, Inc, 
with $5.1 million and Michael 
King of King World Productions, 
Inc., who earned $4.9 million. 

Mr. Eisner actually suffered a 
52 per cent pay cut last year, but 
it was not nearly as painful as the 
86 per cent cut of Rcebok Chair- 
man Paul Fireman, whose salary 
and bonus dropped to a mere $2 
million. 

Health industry CEOs, whose 
median compensation rose more 
than $300,000 last year to $1.6 
million, ranked second in earning 
power, while chiefs of the energy 
industry, who were the top ear- 
ners in 1990, slid to ninth place. 
Their take-home pay fell more 
than $500,000 to $1.1 million. 

Forbes noted that actor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger earned $15 mil- 
lion last year. 


Austin MG For Sale 

1988 blue Austin MG, 1300 c.c. On the road since 
Dec. 1989. 34,000 km. Full options. Perfect condi- 
tion. 

Price JD 7,500. 

Call day 651450, evening 817250 


Diplomatic Car Mercedes 200 
For Sale 

Model 1986 with air-condition and sliding roof. 
Excellent condition. Customs duty unpaid. 

Please call 674750 





Vella Two Floors 
For Rent 


Vella of two floors each floor three bed 
rooms, living room and big Saloon.- The first 
floor has three verandas with alamlnum and 
all fumltuard with super delinks furniture, 
two bed rooms air conditioned. It has a 
garage and big garden, second floor with out 
furniture. 

Location: Near Khalldi Hospital and 

Sudanees Embassy. 

TeL 628493 or 812692 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
and from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm. 
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World News 


Last EC monitors 


leave Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — The 
last 12 European Community 
(EC) monitors in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina left Sarajevo Tues- 
day, saying it had become too 
dangerous for them to work. 

“We are risking too much. 
There is wrong behaviour row- 
wards us and some people are out 
of control," Antonio Santos, the 
head of the mission, told repor- 
ters. 

Four EC vehicles set out from 
the capital at dawn for the Croa- 
tian port of Split, but requested a 
temporary new? Hackout because 
they feareu their convoy might be 
attacked. 

The United Nations and the 
International Red Cross are the 
only foreign organisations now 
left in Bosnia. The Red Cross is 
considering withdrawing. 

Fighting for territory between 
mainly Muslim Bosnian Defence 
Forces. Croat fighters and Ser- 
bian territorials backed by the 
Yugoslav army has spread across 
the newly independent republic. 

Serb forces have besieged 
Sarajevo and foreign representa- 
tives such as the EC monitors 
have come under fire frequently. 

Colm Doyle, a special EC en- 
voy, left separately for Belgrade 
Tuesday. 

“I hope to come back in a few 
days if I can," he said. 

‘T have won a degree of accept- 
ance from all sides here and they 
really need someone to be a link 
between them. 

“Without that there could be 
total anarchy here and a blood- 
bath," he said. 

Twenty-five EC monitors pul- 
led out of Sarajevo last week 
after a Belgian observer was shot 
dead near the southern town of 
Mostar. 


Belgium accused the Yugoslav 
army of shooting on purpose, a 
charge the army denied. 

Five other members of the EC 
mission in Yugoslavia were killed 
when an army jet blasted their 
helicopter out of the sky over 
Croatia in January. 

Santos said humanitarian work 
that the last 12 monitors had been 
trying to do, such as recovering 
corpses and distributing food, 
had been obstructed so much that 
it had become impossible to 
work. 

Monitors have been shot at, 
held at gunpoint and bad their 
freedom of movement blocked. 

“I have no right to put my 
people in danger. Some have 
children, wives," said Mr. San- 
tos, from Portugal. 

‘To be here I have to have 
tasks to do. I cannot be here just 
to show the flag." 

He said he had told Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic the 
EC was leaving bat had had no 
reaction. 

Several foreign aid groups have 
pulled out from Sarajevo in re- 
cent days. 

The Red Cross, which has had 
vehicles and vital supplies stolen 
at roadblocks, has said it may 
follow within a few days. 

Fred Eckhard, spokesman for 
the United Nations peacekeeping 
mission to Croatia which has a 
symbolic headquarters in 
Sarajevo, said they had no im- 
mediate plans to withdraw from 
the besieged city. 

“Everything stays the same, for 
a week at least and probably 
longer," be said. 

There are some 300 U.N. sol- 
diers and staff in the city of half a 
million people in the Bosnian 
mountains. 



A Mushm family leaves its home on a hWhMr in Sarajevo 


A convoy bringing in vital food 
supplies for the soldiers is due to 
arrive later this week. 

Little more than a month after 
gaining international recognition 
as a new country. Bosnia- 
Herzegovina is struggling to sur- 
vive. 

Its government is in chaos, its 
capital surrounded, its Muslim 
leaders appealing in vain for help, 
and most of its territory being 
carved up by ethnic Serbs and 
Croats, backed by their neigh- 
bouring motherlands. 

Sarajevo is encircled by artil- 
lery of the Serb-dominated 
Yugoslav army. Serb irregulars, 
who want the capital for their 
own, block supplies. Food and 
medicine are in short supply. 

"They are trying to starve us to 
our knees," said Zurijeta Suzu- 
novic, clutching precious lemons 
as she scoured Muslim obituaries 
in the old Turkish Bazaar quar- 
ter, now littered with debris from 
daily bombardments. 

Sarajevo, site of the assassina- 
tion of an Austrian archduke that 
sparked World War I and the 
venue for 1984’s Winter Olym- 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Koreas unable to agree on inspections 


SEOUL (AP) — North and South Korea remained at odds 
Tuesday over how to conduct inspections of each other's 
suspected nudear sites, offidals said. In a border meeting. North 
Korean offidals repeated previous demands to inspect U.S. 
military bases in the South for suspected nudear weapons, said a 
statement from South Korea's Unification Ministry. North Korea 
also rejected Seoul's proposal to open North Korean military 
bases to inter-Korean inspections, it added. The two sides, 
however, will meet again Friday to discuss inspections, which are 
required under a nudear arms ban pact the two sides concluded in 
February. The two Koreas have agreed in prindple to complete 
procedures by the end of this month for their first actual 
inspections in June. 


secretary General Joseph V. Reed on behalf of U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali, said: “Russia is going through a period of 
radical reforms and it is very much in need of a new generation of 
capable leaders of modern thinking, both in the economy and in 
politics." 


5 killed in Italian train collision 


Gorbachevs receive award 


AREZZO, Italy (AP) — Two commuter trains collided head-on 
near this Tuscan dty Tuesday, killing at least five people and 
injuring 45. state television reported from the scene. The Italian 
News Agency ANSA reported only three dead. The discrepancy 
could not immediately be reconciled. ANSA identified the dead 
as two train crewmen and an Italian passenger. It quoted Arezzo 
Railway Police as saying only 30 were injured. The crash occurred 
on the rail line linking Arezzo, about 64 kilometres southeast of 
Florence, to the small town of Sinalunga. near Siena. 


NEW YORK (R) — Winding up a hectic first day in New York, 
former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and his wife Raisa 
got a standing ovation Monday night as they accepted the United 
Nations Albert Schweitzer Leadership Award. Mrs. Gorbachev 
brought the house to its feet cheering when she concluded her 
brief remarks by saying in perfect English: “Thank you very 
much." Mr. Gorbachev, accepting the award from U.N. Under- 


‘U.S. to give up some Okinawa bases’ 


TOKYO (R) — The U.S. military is expected soon to return 
some of the land it still occupies on Okinawa 20 years after it 
handed the island back to Japan, Foreign minister Michio 
Wafanabe said Tuesday. Mr. Watanabe, quoted by a Foreign 
Ministry official, said the two countries were negotiating details of 
the return of some of the 43 military bases or facilities. 


Tensions soar over 


CIS defence ministers to 


Filipino election count map out new alliance 


MANILA (R) — The two front- 
runners to win the Philippine 
presidency both predicted victory 
Tuesday as the drawn-out pro- 
cess of counting ballots sent ten- 
sion soaring in Manila. 

Bomb threats, allegations of 
cheating and coup rumours 
swirled arouud the volatile capital 
as army rebels warned President 
Corazon Aquino's government 
they would intervene if it tried to 
manipulate election returns. 

Miriam Santiago, a combative 
ex-judge, was in a ueck-and-neck 
race with former defence chief 
Fidel Ramos for the presidency, 
as results trickled in from around 
the country after Monday's large- 
ly peaceful voting. 

With just 1.6 million of the 
estimated 25 million votes 
counted, Mrs. Santiago had 26 
per cent against 23 per cent for 
Gen. Ramos, with business ty- 
coon Eduardo Cojuangco Lying 
third on 16 per cent in a seven- 
cornered contest. 

Mrs. Santiago, declaring that 
she had an irreversible lead in Che 
counting, visited influential Man- 
ila Archbishop Cardinal Jaime 
Sin to ask him to help prevent 
cheating in counting of ballots by 
ensuring thousands of church 
volunteers remained on duty at 
polling stations and counting cen- 
tres. 

“There is still a strong possibil- 
ity that election fraud might still 
be able to influence the eventual 
results of the election," Mrs. San- 
tiago said in a radio interview. 

Counting of ballots across the 
sprawling archipelago of 7,100 
islands could lake to the end of 
the week. 

Wearing white and kneeling 
before the Philippine prelate, 
who has played an outspoken 
role in the elections, the 46- year- 
old crusader against corruption 
kissed Cardinal Sin’s ring after 
the meeting. 

The cardinal, who helped 
mobilise the “people power” re- 
volt in 1986 that toppled the late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos and 
installed Mrs. Aquino, said he 
was worried about the physical 
safety of Mrs. Santiago, who has 


boasted that she “eats death 
threats for breakfast.” 

Gen. Ramos, who is a Protes- 
tant in the predominantly Roman 
Catholic nation, said he was con- 
fident of victory and was ready to 
offer a position to Mis. Santiago 
in the government. 

Philippine Police Chief Cesar 
Nazareno ordered tightened 
security at electric power stations 
and transmission lines after four 
bomb attacks against power faci- 
lities around Manila a few hours 
after polls closed Monday 
evening. 

The blasts caused little dam- 
age, but police said they could 
have been an attempt to disrupt 
ballot counting. Three bigger 
bombs, including one made of 
400 sticks of dynamite, were de- 
fused Tuesday, police said. 

The rebel Reform the Armed 
Forces Movement (RAM), which 
launched three of the six coup 
attempts against Mrs. Aquino, 
accused the government of stag- 
ing the attacks to black out Man- 
ila and manipulate the vote the 
confusion in favour of Gen. 
Ramos. 

“Let this serve as a warning 
that our forces... will be in a state 
of readiness to move the Aquino 
government should it persist to 
manipulate election results by 
any means,” said a RAM state- 
ment sent to news agencies. 

The government denied it was 
involved in any attempt to man- 
ipulate the result in favour of 
Gen. Ramos, a former general 
who was head of the Philippine 
Constabulary during the 1972-81 
period of martial law. 

Gen. Ramos said he was still ; 
confident of edging ahead of Mrs. 
Santiago, and predicted he would 
win by a slim 800,000 votes out of 
an electorate of 32 million. 

Seven candidates were in the 
race to succeed Mrs. Aquino. 
Former first lady Imelda Marcos, 
forced into exile six years ago, 
was in fifth position. 

It was the biggest election in 
the country’s history involving 
more than 80,000 candidates for 
at least 17.000 positions from 
president to a new legislature. 


TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (R) — 
Defence ministers from the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) met in Central Asia Tues- 
day to sketch out a new regional 
security alliance. 

Some military offidals arriving 
in the Uzbek capital Tashkent 
said they believed the talks could 
lead to the approval of a ‘Tash- 
kent treaty” at a full Common- 
wealth summit Friday. 

But any document must first 
allay fears that Russia, with a 
million-strong army, could re- 
emerge as controlling power. 

“Our plan calls for the forma- 
tion of a new bloc of the NATO 
type ... where issues will be de- 
cided by consensus,” Uzbek De- 
fence Minister Major-General 
Rustam Akhmedov told repor- 
ters. 

“We all have an interest in 
forming this structure." • 

The talks, held behind dosed 
doors, began in an elegant build- 
ing patrolled by soldiers of the 
former Soviet Armed Forces. 
Commonwealth Commander-in- 
chief Marshal Yevgeny Shaposh- 
nikov was due to speak Wednes- 
day. 

Agreement on a defence 
alliance uniting emerging nation- 
al armies in various states could 
help keep alive a Commonwealth 
stricken since birth in December 
by disputes over control of the 
Soviet Union’s military legacy. 

“All our failures so far to agree 
on military policy can be brought 
down to the absence of any treaty 
on collective security,” said Alex- 
ander Kotenkov, adviser to Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin. 

The ministers will also disni^ 
subjects ranging from arms con- 
trol treaties to co-operation be- 
tween military intelligence orga- 
nisations and officers' living con- 
ditions. 

.Gen. Akhmedov said the 
“treaty on collective security" 
would not provide for a large staff 
comparable with NATO but for a 
“small, mobile team” with offi- 
cials in each member-state. 

“No-one is threatening Uzbe- 
kistan. We are surrounded by 
friendly countries," Mr. Akhme- 


dov said when asked if his coun- 
try feared instability in the re- 
gion. 

But Kazakhstan and the four 
Central Asian states of the for- 
mer Soviet Union — Tajikistan, 
Kyrzyzstan, Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan — live in the sha- 
dow of powerful neighbours in 
Afghanistan, China and Iran. 

Ethnic groups bestraddle the 
frontiers and conflicts could easi- 
ly spread. 


Fust signs of trouble have 
already appeared in Tajikistan 
-where President Rakbmon 
Nabiyev is clinging to power de- 
spite an armed rebellion by a 
motley coalition of liberal refor- 
mers and Islamic militants with 
close cultural links to Afghanis- 
tan. 

Central Asian states, with only 
small National Guard units, are 
the most enthusiastic proponents 
of a Commonwealth alliance. 

But Ukraine rejects any joint 
Commonwealth command and 
Moldova is boycotting both the 
military and political Tashkent 
summits, accusing Russia of using 
its army there to back a separatist 
rebellion by a largely Russian- 
speaking region. 

For Russia, a formal alliance 
preserves an historic “buffer 
zone” at its southern and eastern 
flanks. 


The army, rife with discontent 
over living conditions and its hel- 
plesness in regional conflicts, 
would finally win some measure 
of stability. Thousands of Russian 
soldiers have been left 
“stranded" in other states with no 
dear status. 

Gen. Kotenkov made it dear 
Russia was bent on achieving 
some form of alliance even if 
some countries refused. 

“We intend to raise the ques- 
tion, beyond that of the collective 
security treaty involving all Com- 
monwealth members, of regional 
defence agreements," Gen. 
Kotenkov told journalists. 

He said he foresee an agree- 
ment between Russia and Central 
Asian nations and between Rus- 
sia and Transcaucasian nations. 
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Clashes I Azerbaijani forces shell 


erupt as 
Tajikistan 


Armenian border areas 


forms new 


government 


DUSHANBE, Tajikistan (AP) — 
Muslim groups clashed in south- 
ern Tajikistan Tuesday, one day 
after their leaders agreed to share 
power with the embattled hard- 
line government, the Tajik In- 
terior Ministry said. 


pics, is nearly all that is left of 
independent Bosnia. 

The militias of ethnic Serb poli- 
tical leader Radovan Karadzic, 
backed by federal troops and 
Serbia’s President Slobodan 
Milosevic, are close to their goal 
of seizing two-thirds of Bosnia. 

They plan to divide Sarajevo 
into Serb and Muslim districts. 
More than 1,300 people have 
died and 700.000 have fled their 
homes. Bosnian officials say. 

Ejub Ganic, one of three key 
members of Bosnia’s collective 
presidency, likened Bosnia to “a 
sinking ship.” The presidency is 
Bosnia's last vestige of authority. 
The parliament is shell-damaged 
and the government inactive. 

One of the government's few 
acts was to ban alcohol consump- 
tion in public. 

Mr. Ganic and President Izet- 
begovic have asked for interna- 
tional military intervention, at 
least to secure Sarajevo’s airport, 
now under Serb military control. 

But European Community 
ambassadors are withdrawing 
from Belgrade to protest the Serb 
role in the war. 


The capital, Dushanbe, re- 
mained quiet as political and reli- 
gious leaders met at a military 
base to forge Tajikistan’s new 
24-member government. 

Muslim leaders agreed Monday 
to form a coalition government 
dominated by officials from the 
previous regime and led — at 
least in name — by President 
Rakhman Nabiyev, the former 
Communist Party boss in die Cen- 
tral Asian republic. 

The agreement — reached in 
principle Friday — provides for 
power sharing between Mr. 
Nabiyev and bis increasingly 
powerful opponents in this coun- 
try of 5.1 million people border- 
ing China bordering China and 
Afghanistan. 

However, fighting erupted be- 
fore dawn Tuesday between two 
opposition groups camped in 
mosques in Kulyab, about 300 
kflometres south of Dushanbe, 
said journalists and opposition 
leaders. 

One opposition activist, Dovlat 
Khudonazarov, said by telephone 
from Kulyab that six people were 
killed. The Tajik Interior Minis- 
try confirmed shootings, but re- 
fused to give details, and Kulyab 
offidals could not be readied for 
comment. 

Opposition groups in the 
mountainous former Soviet re- 
public might split during the six- 
month transition period before 
new parliamentary elections. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Azer- 
baijani troops shelled Armenian 
border towns, killing nine people 
and wounding 12, the ITAR- 
TASS News. Agency reported 
Tuesday. 

“Practically all” border villages 
and towns were hit by Monday’s 
shelling, the news agency said, 
quoting the Armenian Defence 
Ministry. 

The fighting was part of Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan’s struggle for 
control over Nagorno-Karabakh, 
a mountainous region populated 
by Armenians but located inside 
Azerbaijan. 

ITAR-TASS said the Azerbai- 
janis shelled throughout Monday 
villages in the Idzhevan district of 
northeastern Armenia, using 
artillery and missile launchers. 
Three civilians were killed, and 
eight wounded, it said. 

One man was killed and four 
wounded during shelling of Para- 
vakar, Movses and Aigeour vil- 
lages in nearby Taushky district, 
it said. 

Scores of buddings were des- 
troyed and five dvitians killed in 
shelling on the villages of Koraid- 
zor, Tekh, Khantsakh, Shuruk, 
Nerlrin Khndzoresk and Khozna- 
var in southeast Armenia’s Goris 
district, it said. 

Many women, children and 
dderly people were evacuated 
from bonier villages and others 
found shelter in mountain caves, 
ITAR-TASS said. 

Meanwhile, Azeri offidals said 
Armenian forces were attacking 
the strategic town of Lachin 
Tuesday, just outside disputed 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

“Lachin is under attack from 
two directions,” fra Gambarov, 
senior member of the Azeri 
National Council, told reporters 
as he arrived for a parliament 
meeting to discuss Azerbaijan’s 
disastrous weekend defeat in the 
territory. 

Armenian forces Saturday cap- 
tured the town of Shusha, last 
Azeri stronghold in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, thus virtually complet- 


ing the capture of the enclave 
once administered by Azer- 
baijan. 

If Armenian forces took 
Lachin, just to the west of Nagor- 
no-Karabakh, they would be 
able to open a corridor between 
the mountaiDOus territory and the 
Armenian Republic. 

Both Armenia's Foreign Minis- 
try in Yerevan and ethnic Arme- 
nian authorities in the enclave’s- 
capital Stepanakert issued state- 
ments denying that their forces 
were moving on Lachin, although 
they said araQeiy duels had taken 
place. 

Almost 2,000 people have died 
in four years of fighting Over the 
enclave, which has a mainly 
Armenian population. 

Mr. Gambarov urged quick ac- 
tion to retake Shusha, which 
Azeris consider one of their 
cultural centres. 

Acting Azeri President Yakub 
Mamedov made a long radio 
appeal Monday to the stunned 
Azeri population, harshly criticis- 
ing the newly-formed . Defence 
Ministry and saying the town had 
been lost through treacbery. 

“Shusha was given up almost 
without a fight ... who are these 
traitors? ._ They must be found. 
The people must know their 
names,” he said, vowing to do all 
be could to regain the town. 

Shusha’s fall mil further hit 
Mr. Mamedov’s shrinking 
chances of winning presidential 
elections set for June 7 and he has 
already hinted the polls may have 
to be put off. 

He criticised Defence Minister 
Rasim Gaziyev, a member of the 
opposition Popular Front, for not 
being in the battle zone dnring the 
fighting for Shusha. 

But Najaf Najafov, editor of 
the Popular Front’s newspaper 
Azadliq and member of the 
National Council, the inner par- 
liament, said the charges were 
unjustified. 

“Gaziyev may have made mis- 
takes but he is not a man capable 
of treachery,” he said 


India slams U.S. sanctions over rocket deal 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
legislators condemned the United 
States Tuesday for imposing sanc- 
tions on India’s space research 
programme in retaliation for De- 
lhi’s planned purchase of rocket 
technology froqi Rqssia. 

The government said it shared 
the legislators’ displeasure but 
would cope with the two-year ban 
on imports from Washington. 

Members of the lower bouse of 
parliament cut across party lines 
to join condemnation of the sanc- 
tions. 

L.K. Advani, a senior member 
of the right-wing Bharatiya Jana- 
ta Party, demanded the govern- 


ment make a policy statement on 
the issue. 

“There must be a reaction to 
tire U.S. pressure tactics,” he 
said. 

George Fernandes, a Socialist, 
said the government &bpqld ca R' 
cel jomt psvai exercises involving 
India and the United States, sche- 
duled for later this year. 

“We share the concern of the 
bouse," said Personnel Minister 
Margaret Alva. “Necessary ac- 
tion will be taken to protect the 
honour and dignity of the 
country.” 

India's space programme was 
peaceful and did not violate the 


Missile Technology Control Reg- 
ime (MTCR), under which 
Washington imposed the sanc- 
tions, she said. India is also de- 
. veloping short and medium-range 
missiles. 

Parliamentary Speaker Sjiivraj 
patil called a meeting of party 
leaders to discuss what the bouse 
should do to express disapproval 
of the U.S. move. 

Ms. Alva said the government 
had yet to study the implications 
of the ban but added: “We are 
quite confident that Indian scien- 
tists are capable of accepting the 
challenge in whatever way is 
necessary.” 


Bush promotes urban programme, 
Perot moves closer to entering race 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In the 
wake of the Los Angeles riots. 
President George Bush Monday 
personally promoted a program- 
me aimed at transforming 
dangerous inner-city neighbour- 
hood into crime-free zones. 

In Austin, Texas, billionaire 
businessman Ross Perot moved 
closer to becoming a full-fledged 
presidential candidate delivering 
about 90 cartons of petitions 
asking for an independent spot on 
the November election ballot in 
his home state. 

“Well' you showed 'em,'” Mr. 
Perot told a crowd of hundreds of 
supporters who chanted, “run 
Ross run.” 

“If the framers of our constitu- 
tion are looking down from 
heaven today, you know and I 
know they are smiling,” Mr. 
Perot said. 

Mr. Perot said “political ex- 
perts” had predicted that his 
backers couldn’t obtain the re- 
quired 54,275 petition signatures 
by Monday’s deadline, the ear- 
liest of any state. 

“You didn’t,” he told the 
crowd. “You did over 200,000.” 

Petition drive officials later 
said the total was about 225,000. 

Mr. Bush on a trip to Phi- 
ladelphia to raise funds for his 
reelection campaign, hurriedly 
arranged a visit to a neighbour- 
hood once infested by drug deal- 
ers. 

Mr. Bush has proposed to seek 
bipartisan support for tax incen- 
tives for investments in decayed 
neighbourhood and proposals for 
tenant ownership of bousing pro- 
jects. 

Democratic congressional lead- 
ers Monday said they were pre- 
pared to pass legislation creating 
urban enterprise zones sought by 
President Bush and appealed to 
him to support other domestic 
initiatives. 

The White House quickly re- 
sponded in a conciliatory tone. 
Mr. Bush Press Secretary Marlin 
Fitzwater said the Democratic' 
proposal “looks realistic.” 

“It looks very dose to what we 
have in mind,” Mr. Fitzwater 
said. 

The Democratic leaders said 
they were meeting with Mr. Bush 
and congressional Republican 


leaders Tuesday to di&-tiw: reac- 
tions to the rioting in Los 
Angeles. 

House Majority leader Dick 
Gephardt called it the first such 
meeting on a domestic issue this 
year and decried what he said was 
Mr. Bush’s inattention to domes- 
tic problems. 

One of the administration’s in- 
itiatives is called “weed and 
seed,” aimed at weeding out cri- 
minals from crime-ridden neigh- 
bourhood and seeding those 
areas with health, education, job 
training and anti-drag centres. 

Philadelphia was one of 16 
cities picked as a test site for the 
programme. Los Angeles is 
another. 

Mr. Perot bas sounded more 
and more like a candidate since 
be first indicated in February that 
he would consider an . indepen- 
dent presidential bid. Supporters 
have mobilised to place him on 
state ballots across the country. 

“I didn't think this would hap- 
pen because I thought the process 
was too complicated,” Mr. Perot 
said recently, “but they're mak- 
ing it happen. It looks like they 
will do it." 

Supporter John Paul Iglebait 
of Austin said Monday's parade 
and rally at the Texas capitol 
were Mr. Perot’s “coming-out 
party.” 

“People like what the man 
says," Mr. Iglehart said. “It’s a 
combination of common sense 

and an attitude that he can get the 
job done.” 

Mr. Perot, who has been press- 
ed m recent to lay out his posi- 
tions on major issues, last week 
said he would cut bade on public 
appearances to gear up for a 
potential campaign and to de- 
velop his platform. 

Mr. Perot’s standing in public 
opinion polls has surged as be 
edges .towards a campaign. A 
Thnes-Mirror poll two weeks ago 
showed him in a statistical dead 
heat with President Bush and 
Democratic front-runner Bill 
Clinton. 

A new state poll showed Mr. 
Bush and Democrat Bill Clinton 
running dose in West Virginia, 
and Mr. Perot- not far behind. 

The West Virginia poll shows 
Mr. Bush at 33 per cent, Mr. 


Clinton at 30 per cent, Mr. Perot 
at 21 per cent, and 16 per cent 
undecided. 

Clinton aides said ttae pre- 
sumed Democratic nominee will 
start a formal process this week to 
pick a vice- presidential candidate 
headed by a prominent Democrat 
from outside his official campaign 
hierarchy. 

Mentioned most is New Jersey 
Sen. Bill Bradley, who would 
bring regional balance to the tick- 
et and shares Mr. Clinton's theme 
of promoting racial unity. But 
Sen. Bradley has repeatedly said 
he’s not interested. 

Mr. Clinton tried to persuade 
defectors from his party to come 
back to the fold as Nebraska and 
West Virginia held presidential 
primaries Tuesday. 


Mr. Clinton Monday made a 
satellite address to a teamsters 
conference in San Francisco, 
urging rank-and-file members to 
back him and come back to the 
Democratic Party. 

Many teamsters locals have 
backed Mr. Brown; even as 
national unions have rallied be- 
hind Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Brown combined the en- 
vironment and urban problems 
into one campaign event: He had 
two east Los Angeles gang mem- 
bers accompany him on a white- 
water. rafting trip in West Virgi- 
nia. 

Mr. Brown said Andy “Titi” 
Gomez, 20, and Robert “Crazy 
Aoc” Leon, 22, represented the 
ordinary people he says are re- 
moved from the political process. 

“This is the kind of contact our 
nation’s elected officials should 
have with real citizens,” Mr. 
Brown said in a statement. 

Asked if he would vote for Mr. 
Brown, Gomez replied, “I can’t. 
Tm a convicted felon.” 



Braque still life goes 
for 7.7 million 


NEW YORK (R) — A Georges 
Braque cubist still life fetched 
$7.7 million at Christie's Monday 
night and left auction house offi- 
cials and art dealers predicting 
that the art market slump . could 
be over; “Atelier VUT sold to an. 
anonymous telephone buyer after 
a tense eight-minute battle be- 
tween two telephone bidders, 
with bids jumping in $100,000 
and $200,000 increments. The 
pieoe, which far surpassed Christ- 
ies $5.5 mfllion to $6.5 million 
estimate, was one -of the French 
painter's final works before bis 
death in 1963. “It was a sensa- 
tional picture and it was a sensa- 
tional sale overall,” said Christ- 
opher Burge, Christie’s head au- 
ctioneer. The Braque work was 
the highlight of the 91-piece col- 
lection of British art historian 
Douglas Cooper and his adopted 
son William McCarty-Cooper. 
Only five works failed to sell, 
which surprised an auction public 
used to 30 and 40 per cent "buy- 
in” rates. The sale garnered 
Christie's $21.5 mfllion, buoying 
auction hopes that the 18-month 
art market slump had finally 
ended. 
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Disgraced Irish 
bishop admits boy is 
his son 


DUBLIN (R) — An Irish Roman 
Catholic bishop who resigned last 
week in a paternity scandal has 
now admitted that be is the father 
of an American teenager. Dis- 
graced Dr. Eamonn Casey also 
said in a statement issued by his 
diocese that he once used church 
funds to make a payment to the 
boy’s mother, although- he says . 
this sum is now repaid. American 
divorcee Annie Murphy, 44, 
stunned Ireland last Friday when 
she said on radio that her 17-year- 
old son Peter was born after a 
“magical” 1970s love affair with 
Bishop Casey. The Roman 
Catholic Church insists on priest- 
ly celibacy. Casey, 65, resigned 
£st week as Bishop of Galway, 
ating personal reasons, and left 
for the United States saying be 
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planned to devote the rest of Us 
fife to missionary work. His state- 


fife to missionary work. His state- 
ment admitting that Peter was Us 
son followed late Monday night. 
“I have sinned grievously against 
God and his church, and the 
clergy and all people of the Dio- 
cese of Galway and Kerry,” ft 
said. Casey, one of Ireland’s best- 
known bishops, also said that a 
sum worth about $115,400 for the 
boy’s maintenance bad been paid 
from his diocesan reserve 
account. But it had been repaid 
with interest over the past week 
by unnamed donors. 
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Princess Anne could 
remarry in Scots 
church 


EDINBURGH (R) — Church of : 
Scotland offidals said Britain's : ir ‘ : • 
Princess Anne would be welcome 
to remarry in the church despite 
her recent divorce. Queen Eli- \ 
zabetfa is expected to announce ^ 
her daughter’s engagement to a > r- 
naval officer. Commander Tim 
Laurence, in the near future. “I ^ Hr 
would have do hesitation, none 7 
whatsever," said the Reverend 
Charles Robertson of Canongate u . 
Church. Canongate is the parish o ~ ^ 
church of Holyrood, the Queen’s^:.:-.'- 
Edinburgh palace. The Reverend 
James Weatherfaead, derk to the 4 ; .. , 
General Assembly — the church’s -5 _ 

“parliament” — said that unlike ■ &*•■«. _ f 
the Church Of England, the 
Church Of Scotland did not bar 
divorced people remarrying in 
Qiurch. Rev. Robertson said he 93j 
had not been approached about a ^Tpirtg 


possible wedding. “I suspect they 


might rather have a wedding at 
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Crathie (the small church near 
the queen’s holiday home at Baf- ^ 7 
moral) which is more off the 
beaten track,” he said. Princess ^ -T* . 
Anne recently obtained an un- 
contested divorce from Captain v. 
Mark Philips, 18 years after their Ji 
marriage in Westminster Abbey 
by the Archbishop of Canter- ^ C/ 
bray. j: 7.7’;. 

Swimsufited Diana 


g©tefull exposure in 


LONDON (R) — British media “ 

MVP Tnll - a- r ». - 


gave full exposure to snatched 


pictures of Princess Diana sh fid- JjE * ; 
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Republican challenger Pat 
Buchanan has ignored Tuesday's, 
primary states, focusing all his 
attention on what he says will be 
his last stand in California's June 
2 primary. 

Even though Mr. -Bush already 
has 1,230 delegates, more than 
the 1,105 needed for re nomina- 
tion, Mr. Buchanan insisted in a 
television interview Monday 
“the race is not over.” * 


the wife of heir to the En glish , “ 
throne Prince Charles in a. blade 
me-piece swimsuit diving into a ft*,®* 


its bulletins. Tabloid newspapers • ’ 

featured dose-ups on their front- '-A\ % 
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pages and ran more inside with ? 
cheeky captions such as. “so 
appealing” as she took off. her. 
blue track-suit bottoms. Tbepap- 
er acknowledged she had. been W.' 
angry at what she considered the 
intrusion. . 
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